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ABSTRACT

This study constructs a causal model (motivational model) for middle school settings to determine students’
academic motivation as the explanatory variable, their learning strategies as the mediating variable, and their
academic ability as the objective variable. Furthermore, this study examined the moderator effects of
meta-cognition on the size and relationship between each of the variables. The components of the academic
motivation were assumed to be expectancy of success and task values, while the components of learning
strategies were assumed to be an understanding-oriented strategy and a repeat strategy. A multiple population
analysis that set meta-cognition as the moderator variable was then conducted for the motivational model
using 129 third-year students from A Middle High School. The results indicated that the differences in
meta-cognition between middle school students had a moderator effects on the size and relationship between

each of the variables in this motivational model.
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