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Nursing skills for providing emergency care in doctors’ absence at clinics
without beds in remote rural area
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Abstract

This research aimed to clarify the nursing skills required for the emergency care provided by
nurses in doctors’ absence at clinics without beds in remote rural areas. The respondents were 11
nurses working at 5 clinics without beds in remote rural areas in A Prefecture. We interviewed them
regarding their experiences nursing patients requiring emergency care in doctors’ absence. As our
analytical method, we extracted the nursing skills used for emergency care and categorized them.
Consequently, we discovered that the nursing skills used for emergency care in doctors’ absence be-
longed to the following 6 categories: [assessing sudden changes in health], [assessing the necessity
of emergency transfer to undergo a medical examination], [administering first aid to patients with

worsening conditions], [cooperating with doctors in distant areas], [receiving support in emergency
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situations from surrounding people], and [ensuring the acceptance of emergency patients at hospi-
tals]. This suggested the necessity of skills to quickly assess the conditions of people in emergency

situations, and determine whether or not they need to be transferred to other medical facilities,

together with skills to cope with emergencies based on one’s surroundings.

Keywords: clinics without beds in remote rural areas, emergency care, nursing skills
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