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Molinism as a Touchstone in The Ring and the Book
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Those Jansenists, re-nicknamed Molinists,
(’Gainst whom the cry went, like a frowsy tuné,
Tickling men’s ears - the sect for a quarter of an hour
I’ the teeth of the world which, clown-like, loves to chew
Be it but a straw twixt work and whistling-while,
Taste some vituperation, bite away,
Whether at marjoram-sprig or garlic-clove,
Aught it may sport with, spoil, and then spit forth)
‘Leave them alone,” bade he, ‘those Molinists !
(Book I, 11. 307-15)
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I jostled Luca Cini on his staff,

Mute in the midst, the whole man one amaze,
Staring amain and crossing brow and breast.

‘How now ? asked I. ‘Tis seventy years,” quoth he,
‘Since I first saw, holding my father’s hand,

Bodies set forth: a many have I seen,

Yet all was poor to this I live and see.

Here the world’s wickedness seals up the sum
What with Molinos’ doctrine and this deed,
Antichrist’s surely come and doomsday near.

May I depart in peace, I have seen my see.’
' (Book 1I, 1. 118-28)
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He did the murder in a dozen words :
Then said that all such outrages crop forth
I’ the course of nature, when Molinos’ tares
Are sown for wheat, flourish and choke the Church :
So slid on to the abominable sect
And the philosophic sin - we’ve heard all that,
And the Cardinal too, (who book-made on the same)
But, for the murder; left it where he found.
(Book 11, 11. 173-80)
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‘Such crimes are very rife,
Explode nor make us wonder now-a-days,
Seeing that Antichrist disseminates
That doctrine of the Philosophic Sin:
Molinos’ sect will soon make earth too hot!’ »
(Book III, 11,93-97)
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Well, this way I was shaken wide awake,v‘
Doctored and drenched, somewhat unpoisoned so ;
Then, set on horseback and bid seek the lost,
I started alone, head of me, heart of me
Fire, and each limb as languid ... ah, sweet lords,
Bethink you! - poison-torture, try persuade
The next refractory Molinist with that! ...
(Book V, 11. 1037-43)
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“Young man, can it be true
That after all your promise of sound fruit,
You have kept away from Countess young or old
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And gone play truant in church all day long?

Are you turning Molinist ?’
(Book VI, 11. 469-73)
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BOAN, BeRDONLEBRL2TET ALENH S LEL, Z5MEL T3,

As we broke up that old faith of the world,

Have we, next age, to break up this the new -

Faith, in the thing, grown faith in the report -

Whence need to bravely disbelieve report

Through increased faith in thing reports belie ?

Must we deny, - do they these Molinists,

At peril of their body and their soul, -

Recognized truths, obedient to some truth

Unrecognized. yet, but perceptible ? -

Correct the portrait by the living face,

Man’s God, by God’s God in the mind of man ?
' (Book X, 11.1863-73)
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