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Browning’'s “Rabbi Ben Ezra’
and Arnold’s “Growing Old”

Makio YOSHIKADO

Faculty of Humanities

85—k - 755 =>4 (Robert Browning) ® "5V - RX> - X5, (“Rabbi Ben Ezra”) &
PRI EIE A (Dramatis Personae, 1864) OHIZ, T7 7 b « W4 =25 — (“Abt Vogler”) % T3&
BFDF; (“A Death in the Desert”) L E£IZIH SN TV AT ZOFEHEILYVYDHEET 77 /N4 -
Ny A=)+ {F¥+ X5 (Abraham ben Meir Ibn Ezra) OMEA LWV TEDIPNZDD
ThLE, TIV=y IEEFONER - SEEBEFRE B LAERE LTHLR, FHIZEOEE

BEOWIIELTHE. Ny - LAXAFORBARKAD L D RO THES.

I
Grow old along with me!
The best is yet to be,
The last of life, for which the first was made:
Our times are in His hand
Who saith ‘A whole 1 planned,
“Youth shows but half ; trust God: see all nor be afraid ! (1—6)
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ZBNELDOTHD. BUIIABGFEOEREE*HESE, BETFRIELPLTHAH. &I A7
TR ER RIS T TREKIZEVDITL ) LEDLOTH D,

ZOEH IO TEBWLEERRIT L CEA»S KL, BELRRLTZDLIICESL
WADTIRAEVERBLZFAN G, v a—+ 7— /)L F (Matthew Arnold) T 5. {2575
¥Ry -IX5 ) ADEEELTEVNDOR TEv®w < (“Growing Old”) EWAHFTHL2S,2
HFRbDTHHDTZDOEBETIZEETS.3

What is it to grow old ?

Is it to lose the glory of the form,
The lustre of the eye?

Is it for beauty to forgo her wreath ?
—Yes, but not this alone.

Is it to feel our strength—

Not our bloom only, but our strength—decay ?
Is it to feel each limb

Grow stiffer, every function less exact,

Each nerve more loosely strung ?

Yes, this, and more; but not

Ah, ’tis not what in youth we dreamed 'twould be!
'Tis not to have our life

Mellowed and softened as with sunset-glow,

A golden day’s decline.

'Tis not to see the world

As from a height, with rapt prophetic eyes,
And heart profoundly stirred;

And weep, and feel the fullness of the past,

The years that are no more.

It is to spend long days

And not once feel that we were ever young;
It is to add, immured

In the hot prison of the present, month

To month with weary pain.

It is to suffer this,

And feel but half, and feebly, what we feel.
Deep in our hidden heart

Festers the dull remembrance of a change,

But no emotion—none.
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It is —last stage of all—

When we are frozén up within, and quite
The phantom of ourselves,

To hear the world applaud  the hollow ghost
Which blamed the living man.
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FEVLY TR, ERIFERBOSRE, BOMEL2EK) ZETRRVORL. ) L) BwvizxL
T, T—7NVFiEHsy2e%, T20@0 2. LiL, TRETFTIERW. ) EET 5. 7—
IV FIZE 5 CEEFRL TR R L TREL, 2ONPER, BEho2HORLET TR, &
BEAWELTIOARTEERY BT TLEISLRDOTHE. T4 - R U1~ 7 (Lionel
Trilling) $F ) £H13, TIIE TES XY & LABE, WREHIIEANDEZTH, (“A note
of finality, even of dismissal”) BEU SN, 7— /I FOBEMIIHT BT LA LHEITEWERIED
ARABN S _

FRO0FOWEFRBELCALE, TS5 - Ny - AT ) OEENZHEEOIF4] (couplet)
DBICHBFHE ERXFEOFIT® FNENMR 72N ITET, aabech EHBEHE G L W) RET RS
BOLAdDIIRoTwB0II L, "TEWW ) OFEERE EMSEE PREIZEAZHITE
THY, WBREBA T2, ZOHICDWT, 359 K3 xy b (Conrad Balliet) &, "
HoORINE, 797y FOMEOEBRFEREBUL - 7B E L2 THWELWRSTHAL T 5.
(“The lack of rhyme emphasizes the mood of desolation that contrasts so sharply with Browning’s
rhyming optimism....”) &L TWVEA, 77—/ VFOFOEBRLSZHNZITHEE,SIHLLO
TH5.°

CHDEHIRZODFHERBLCADE, BEIINTLTITZ 7T =/ VEDORBEFEEL
HELOWBIME L CWEDT, ZORZTTHRT S & APHIZERIIH LD L IZEW
BEED, FIMELTLE ) DRKVIVEKNTHA ). ERZZAREWIMORWEATSH -
7oo ZAOKIFEBERTIEY - FELCTHELZDIET =/ VIFDBEE T bl kxR
7 L A (“Empedocles on Etna,” ST T RFEZ LR ) IEDLLI ETHo72. TOFEFD T
FrIHEDOZ T 7 LRAEMDE (Empedocles on Etna, and Other Poems) &\ FFEDHT
18524EICRE X N-DTH A7, I18GMEIZHOTE D RV EFZEDH - TeFE, Ty (Poems, A New
Edition) (213 FNEHBE LD o720 LHAL, BIZZOHISETED THeEEs (New Poems) DOHIZ
BUZOFZEALTWS., ZOBEEIZOWTT — /) FIZHEI TTOFSEKEF]I L)%
BLEELELRFTHATN- R - Ty v FROBFHEIZ L 5T, (“at the request of a man
of genius, whom it had the honour and the good fortune to interest, —Mr. Robert Browning.”) #k+t
HZEWZLIZEBEELTNS.®

Fb%b Ty _FZ VA, #183FED TEFE) AN G2 BHIZOWT, T2V FidE
DRI, THE LAATA ORI O 2 RV S v i 2 B2 WIS IR ORRIER O, SR,
BUhRLHLLRMIZL > THOIFO v, £ THTHRZbh, MbHENZV, (“the suffering
finds no vent in action; in which a continuous state of mental distress is prolonged, unrelieved by
incident, hope, 6r resistance: in which there is everything to be endured, nothing to be done....”) %*
LREEBNTVD.T

COFOFIREREDR - A ST APBETHH, R RFS L A=+ HBORICRED
BEHLRIVT AT EVHIRIZOVTHEOOLS ZOFMOWELH S L LT FFIICE
B, Fl, TURFIZLVAOETIZEPNTHES ) 2 LA LW FERI N = 7L TR
PROLIETE. A, HOCEIDLBDRAZVREZVADH ) ATHEELMAS ) & T
BR-LAZTAOENL, FIVYTOMEILLE - FIZELETHREKI ) 2 LADES
b, NEIZEND 722 v RFZ VARBUAEZZBR RS2 5ICRELTETKAIZFELTLE
J. ZLTOWITHIE,

Before the soul lose all her solemn  joys,
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And awe be dead, and hope impossible,
And the soul’s deep eternal night come on—

Receive me, hide me, quench me, take me home ! (Act I1, 33—36)

WA ZF DR RETEREIENZ,
BROENHIMZ, FLEIFH 2% RDHEIIL,
DB NAGEDH AR - TL BHIIZ,

AT AN, BL, Mo, REHEicmLcdin!

Lk (“the elements™ IZEE-C, T M FILUOKODRKIZEY, KOKERHFRITCELOEHGY
o, COMEXRRDL LHENCIVARFS LR R EREERIGEVADECTE B ICHEET B
T4, TREAFBUREITOMS ) & LTHEBIIGEM BT 5MTH 2. ThYx, ¥
BORIFOAENE VD 7 — 2 IV ROFHIZ L - &b LFHITHIDTH 5.

iV BRERIIANLE, T/ VFEESRDICOEBRNTHL L L TR T
Fz V2, OFBREMKT 70 I 0, L) BRFIEVWTS. The#i1bt
TREGEEIPVELRDLDET I I THA4H -~ 7T v 7 F > (Isa Blagden) 1256C7218674 7
B1UOHfHTOFEETH S, #ORTHRKIE, TEZAT, L) EERAENzYy b T—/VFD
FLOBHOPFIZ, 2T oRhDONENETRRVEVIMDBEVIIL > TEREETEVIH
EEMIT, TorRFr L2y #FRALZE, HMEFRICEL TN RBZOZEDITAL
32y L. | (“By the way, in the new poems of Mat Arnold just coming out, he has re-placed
‘Empedocles,” he tells' me, with a note saying it is all through my desire it should not be withdrawn:
I am really flattered by that.”) &k~ 722 A 8 AIGHMNITOFMRICHIZTFEROZ & 2FH i
#%C, TR O LRI E W AWHEF & 2?72, ) (“Ilike the man as much as his poems.”)
ERTmATwAE 22tk T/ VEPBESOBEKRERIANRT TRV RFZ LR, & T
A OBICEY, L2ab FNASEORBICIAZEEHEIREL TR EIINT AT IV
Y OFEELGEUIRAING. /27T v VT VIS TIMMOFEOTIIE TR Y LA
DODELDBIHBRETONE, <A T~ T—F (Maisie Ward) dil-<Tw5a X HiZ, K
BT =W FIZERTABIIVO LR L HIIEELY L o TERLTWADTH S, 5 (“...whenever
he mentioned Arnold it was with affection as well as admiration.”)® ZhWwx, 79w =ik M=
VRKZ VA PREIESTIHFETH 72, T, FIHBTLLONH 72 LE XD
KCThBERD.

TZyREZ LA RFATHDLE, BIPKZIIWCEIER LBRENHDL TIIV52, TOWRE
WHAHDRERZERTH Y, FHOABNOENTH L. LI HEELHHOBEVH L.
—F, 7o EBIEE TS - Ny -2 X5 ORCTEEHOTIEL LS 2 L72As,
FhEFIFIERBEDOEFEMIIBITLARERENRARE, FLENOLEIEEL TV,

111
Not for such hopes and fears
Annulling youth’s brief years,
Do I remounstrate: folly wide the mark !
Rather I prize the doubt (13—16)
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P HHERLENDLDIIFFEOECEA R ERIE L T, RITm#ET 5.
B, EARREENZE
G LARITEVWETEET 5.

T2, ZURFIVADPRIZEATUE, T, TOWLD LS ITH4 EMBRZ Thiv, (“Oh,
that I could glow like this mountain!” 1. 323) W SER, THEES-7-FNX )tk
FEWZEEE S L vy, (“Finished and finite clods, untroubled by a spark.” 1. 18) & WwWH R - =
AIOFERZBOEISEL. £ IITRMORIBITHRL SN0 L W BALAOE I H L. =¥
NEZVRIEIZELZBDD, £, AEOEVZHB L) LENTLEIEOATERLTNLDT
HhH. TLTOW, KT "HAENDENS, RELEMOZEIRHO LICHUEV YD BEIC, A
TZIFAN, B2 ) (“Ere it [=soul] flag, ere the mists,”Of despondency and gloom, Rush
over it again, /Recieve me, save me! 1. 413-16) (MWMATKODOHIZHE 25D TH 5.

IUYNRFIVADKRD 572D &) EMRET T 7 =0 ZIZERREBDRDS L, TS E -
Ny 2 X7, FHECLEORIFBOFROPIZH 72, S TS5 -~y - X5, #EE L
2 DIE1862F EHTH 575, " ZDEFTD1I8614E 6 29 H I IIRBEDFEL JHFNZ - /5Ly b
(Elizabeth Barrett) #T= LTV 5. RLEADFATH - HOFRERH L D 8 < Fli LT
2E LB DR ESAT ) FRATH 7. ZOELZESBOT I =0 FOITRIZIFE
ALBEITEWSDTH o7z, REDTII= 0 Z3ZDED S BIZSEFEATH 70— 1L ¥ R
ZHEAREIL, BUOFOHIIESLZ LB Golz. FRLIBRROFT IFE - Ry - X5
BELNIZDTHEY, TOWOT I FOLEER T4 )T 5 7—54 > (William Irvine)
BRIIHIEBLTD. T Ry« 2 X5 1318624, FEVIEEBIZIHL TV ANTEELR b D
DETERET DLEDH - 2RIFE/ZABICER SN b DTH D, T FRAPFEAT—ER,
P EBEETHICEBERILETH 7. FLTRRBELNEIMMEERUNEOEENEOHELT
THEINIEFLEEETAILRBADWLZETH o725 (“.. Rabbi Ben Ezra’ was completed
in the bleak year of 1862 when a deeply bereaved poet needed to affirm everything he could. A year
after Elizabeth’s death, it took some courage to affirm anything, let alone old age with its personally
haunting prospect of uncongenial solitude and artistic decline.”) !

HEAICI862E L ERIET IV =y hh & ) LE0MOMTH Y, EEGRIZYEAT LS 2HE
BEBENDAREEZR D T2 LB, TI72 0 FHF—RIZED SNED 7D I1L18644E, gl
WER ANy PR THLTHY, KOFEOBEMI M DR ORI NOTCHRDTHENE, 1K
DLOFIE—EMED L EHDIOTREVPLEVIEIELH-72THA). 2%, 75
ST TEBW L OFTELNEENOCA F AR oIl ER LTV 23T THhE. 7
TSV TOFRIITEEN, BEMNERILVOEFEESD, ErSEESsTANEDE LoD
HEZBEZBWIERTEL D7

EFREFMKIS, T— /W FD TEND ) PO T, BENTHENLEE ST, HSvob A
HEERERBL T2 EEZ20RRE R, 25138 HiE TEVW L) PRESNIBTET A IZIE
FRERORELZHO LT TBY, ZRUOBRIEEALELEN LD o705 SERMERELT
FTETHMOND L)% o7 EOREFFDOE v b7 ITAPEM L (“disinterestedness™) % & -
TR ERRENDD HDE FOLRIZAL Z & (“to see the object as in itself it really is.”) T# -
728 2L RS DBLEBRICH > THHDLELRZTINMAZADAY THBRA~N,
(“To a Friend”) &LWHFOFTHEFTNEL, ThiEHAA TR, TEIF PR, FLTYHEIL
ATHA. ZAOFTHFIUEBZ2BIT -l TECHED LN, (“even-balanced soul”)
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FEOURZ LA LT TH o7 VEZLRRGEARBIZLLO¥EHZEDLT, TAAELHE
ZH, FAEREEE L TR (“who saw life steadily, and saw it whole,” 1. 12) EHEDOAT
Hot. TDEHIZT—/ NV ANERFZFOHZOBOMYINE LTTIER, &KL LT—20
—EHLALVOLELTRAILRHMELTVADTHA., Zhik T5 8- Ry -2 X5, O THiZ
— o DEEFHE U7z, LW SEEMHEBELADOPH L. Y a ¥« ¥— bF— (John Hitner) i,
ANEBRSHRE LTRABYEZ VADEENE I TIY Vv VOEELTAEIATHEEE T
VDA, F o E—THLIREMOLMIIHLELTH, FROIBMOTHEHUL-LDTHS
L, THLDH .

COEIEBELTLAE, TS - Ry -2 X5 L THEW L EOREM S EMEIZS »
b6, TIIZ T =)V NICREL OIBENDH DT ENFHL P LR 5 TRZ LL,
SR F D LD B EIC S b S TMBCEFERIIN LTI UTER % 5 AR % A0
B 5720753 h, FRafi 13 progress’ W) b DEEIRZALDICH D L) EITT5H.
FITRIZT=INVED TEWW ) ERICBEERSH, ENLBOTHERVEHENDSHSH “The Prog:
ress of Poesy” 20 LTAH LS. ZOHLFHLET—/ NV RV TWAFER], HERITT
LEZFVLIUHETES. '

Youth rambles on life’s arid mount,

And strikes the rock, and finds the vein,
And brings the water from the fount,
The fount which shall not flow again.

The man mature with labour chops
For the bright stream a channel grand,
And sees not that the sacred drops

Ran off and vanished out of hand.

And then the old man totters nigh,
And feebly rakes among the stones.
The mount is mute, the channel dry;

And down he lays his weary bones.

EHINEOREDOREE SELDE,
BERITH, KIREROW, FLT, Bhokrill.
HERNAEI LR WTHAL)RZND.

P CHEL L - BAEOF IE (RN 2 RO TR E G Y B <.
7208, B LTI TEIOHAE ST EWHO 2.

FNHhLENIEFELIADE,
54 LSADOME C E 5 #ET
EiEFR L, AREBEZWTNS.
ZLC, RIERBEHI-2 5.



218 EHREFMIIEE 428 (199345)  ASCRHE

ZZTEIR (“fount”) LIIFRBICEHFHHNBERORTH Y, EBRICEEGHLIVIRENOREE
WyaEBbhs, 77—/ VFRIITAEOHTERIIFEHTH Y, REI2BICTRRZWMY,
BRI A S TAEGOREIT oY TFENSTLED), EEZTVWELITHE. FRIZL2HDD
5%, ZODEDH A KA “The Progress of Poesy” Th DA LIv74 L THh HA5, ‘progress’
EVI)BREITE TSR TRE) L0 BROMIC TEATE ) TR, LV O EKRLIDHLZOT, 0
BERBEOHFEW->T, "HFROBTE, LRINREIOTHL ). RITE L EHLDIIFET
H5.

ZHUIXF LT, T = D ‘progress’ DA FIXF KRB R L DTH » 7. TREFDIE,
DHIZY progress’ TEAMD A B HRTH B LV HZINADHENTD 5.

..progress, man’s distinctive mark alone,
Not God’'s, and not the beasts’: God is, they are.
Man partly is and wholly hopes to be. (586—88)

L, FRIE AR O,
MDOBDTRL, BDOLD TR\,

MDY, Bibhs.

ABEEFICHD, &< BA)EFLELL TV

AB2SHRB L2 ) Bid, ABDSKRERZREIZS ) 2055 b5 L2 BB L TER L &5 LB
LTWwBIETHE. TRBFICTTTZ0 IHEE—BE L THEH > T REROBEFEORE T
HBEMTTT M T r—=2T— 12k M TIZI bR, RICTEEEME, (“On the
earth the broken arcs; in the heaven, a perfect round.” 1. 72) & &H B0, RADFAE - HH LI
BOTRREETHAHI LI LHNDTH L, HELLHREN 7b DIFELE~DELELVE
BOXKFEETHELTLEIDZIC/ZOLHELTLE I DS THSD.

FPIE - Ry -2 X5 IZBVTH, TBREGIALSS) LWIBRRITISLTIV= v rDk
RIEEEZR LTV A, 72, ABIZH Lo ERZ 7208, TEIE2 A5 —o oM, (“a god in
the germ” 1, 78) & LT, $4bbh, —AOEWHFEEL LTRIZITL DI LESTWSE, T3R5 2
EEIDPDICRUARENPRE(RRTAZLDTF SN TS, T4bh, ABEEHEIZBWT
b BREIES LT D DLW BMOENTH L, ZOL)RBEEERIEBELELDD,
A EV) TWE DD & LTRE > I AR 2 HRET AR NEZETLEDT T
YTDEEDORTHS ).

PLED L) BBEDS, BICEZT o= 7e7— 2 VEORHEBIZ b oT ToE -
Ny - ZX5; L TECD L) RBWTTANOEBEBEIE L BLZLHED—2i% ‘progress’ & \»
IBDDMAFDBNIHDEERDNL. RELZBRICE S PRRICEL PIC L - TEEH OESE
BRKECRSTLEDTH 5.
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think, it is possibly answered itself by Matthew Arnold’s Poem, Growing Old, published in 1867.7 &b
Tw5,

7NV RFOHEDTF A FE LT, Kenneth Allott and Miriam Allott ed., The Poems of Matthew Amold
(London: Longman, 1979) %M L7-.
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Conrad A. Balliet, “*Growing Old’ Along With ‘Rabbi Ben Ezra,” Victorian Poetry 1(1963): 301.
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