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John Miller’s Holistic Perspective on Education and
Its Application for English Education at
Public Elementary School in Japan

Nobuhiko Axamarsut and Katsuko Hara:
(MIntercultural Communicaiion. Course, Department of Humanities, Faculty of Humanities

and Economics; *Department of Education, Chiba University)

Abstract: In this paper, first, we introduce John Miller’s holistic perspective on Education,
which has been influencing the curriculum and teachers development in Canada and the
United States. The emphasis is especially placed on three approaches in Education:
Transmission, Transaction, and Transformation and on Miller’s conceptualization of the
relationships between Holistic Education and the Transformation approach. Then, we
discuss English education at public elementary school, the possibility of which has been
explored by the Ministry of Education; the English program of Tano Elementary School,
one of the model schools selected by the Ministry of Education, is utilized to describe the
English curriculum in public elementary schools. Applying Miller's holistic perspective on
Education, we finally discuss what aspects should be considered to be important and
significant in developing the English curricula in public elementary schools.
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