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An Experimental Study on the Lipps Illusion of Direction

Keiji Hamacucur
(Laboratory of Psychology, Faculty of Humanities and Economics)

The Lipps figure (Figure 2) was decomposed six line elements. Thirty two Lipps variation figures (Figure
3) contained the principal line y in refracting line Y were constructed. The directions of y in these figures
were estimated with parallel matching method by twenty four university students. The assimilation illusory
effects of the accessory lines attached to y were found, but the other lines did not influence the direction of y.
These results were interpreted as consistent with the Metzger’s theory, the direction of the principal lines in
the refracting lines are assimilated by the direction of the accessory lines attached to principal lines.
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