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Negative Polarity Items in Japanese and English:
A Comparative Study of the Syntactic Structure of Negation

‘Hiroaki TANAKA

- English Linguistics Department at Cross-Cultural Communication, Faculty of Humanities
Kochi. University

Abstract

- This paper is eagerly concerned with the syntactlc comparison of negative polarity items (NPIs) in -
Japanese and English with the intention of making clear the syntactic structure of negation. After a brief

look at some behavioral differences between NPIs in Japanese and Enghsh we will see how Japanese

NPIs are licensed, which will surprisingly make a keen contrast with the way Enghsh NPIs are

licensed. To be more specific, it is to be shown that NPIs in Japanese are licensed in Spec, NegP via

Spec-head agreement, while NPIs in English are licensed by being within the scope of negation.
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BECET 2 HBEIX. H 134 = AVt~ (Jespersen (1917)) 25, £ E A 5E (multiple negation) |
YEBEE - Bl ERE (sentential and constituent negation) EFDOREELEE L, 2 HITE, HFEHD
BEBRSRY [M AL DOIEE (Jespersen's cycle) | & L TRET 5% &L, EHICEDORALH,

LEEFEORIGIEE 2 ED TR-FKERY - BRRWBRLTH S, /- Klima (1964) i, 17
D SRS (Generative Grammar) ~OAGHE LR E % £ L-BENRL LTELTH
Bo TNHLDFATHEEZITHE, ERCHEORRICR 2 EEEMRIRENERZE TSI L L
ho BICEELDIE, Emonds (1978), Pollock (1989, 1997) SiIckoTRIBEINS [H8
IP {K&i (the Split-INFL Hypothesis) ] T, IP % TP, AgrP % EOHEBOBEEERE S O ) L0
EHREBETHAI LI VHESEORANKEBELF LA L, BFOBBEROEIILIVE
BOSEBOMHEVSELLDZEEHRLE FOBRICHLPIIR o720, INFL HOEBEICH
THREEHEOFIE, 23 ) NegP L VI RFOFEHLETH S, TD NegP DFEZRET A LI
10, FRUFICHAESHEOBEHR L HEIC L 0 ig—1 - BRI 2 L TREL & o 72,
AAETRITCONEIPRFICETE, UTOMHEHEELRIRE T 5,

(1)

\
Spe / \
Spec/ \T'
T NegP
Spec/ \Neg'
Neg” VP
Speg \V'

A% complement

SICEEMEEI (negative polarity item) 2B L Tid, & B3CH: (Generative Grammar) O
Vﬂ’CGi ¥4 { D&% (cf. Ladusaw (1979), Linebarger (1987), Progovac (1994). Acquaviva (1997),
Zanuttini  (1997), Tovena (1998) %) A ENT&7:A%, HAEOBENBEKIA Y FFMICIRET L
7RERBELEVOFBIRTH 5, AHTIE. BERBICBIT 2BEXDOHEL FICHEEFBREHAD
A% (licensing condition) DRIE%ZEE L TW LS, EROBMATEL LTI A MK
Eﬁﬁﬁ&(fﬁ‘aﬁ%%fhﬁﬁiﬁf‘%%oz HAZETREBUIBVWTIEEEE NEG 2°30K (I0EWLE)

BRI EELRBRIFDHLOT, KELEOFHEICBVTAFNZEZ LN TS L) % NEG
0)1’}5%1& (scope) ATOBEMNBEROBINHEEIL, Z0F F TIILURATRETH S, o TK
RTI, ZOMBEOMIEHET I L ET 5,

2. BREOBEMERE

AHTIRERBEBOBEMBERBAOEMN L BMBAT 2, UTICBITHEEHERI L Neg & DN E



AEEORENBEB L EEHELZ O CH—EE (HY)

BMRICEE L7 v

(2) LT
a. LCF ¥ v ANEfD LN
.. "Neg :
b. RLCHEOHMIC)I Zh2 I L, SLRRELEELW
: Neg

(3) T/ &X
a. KERDPEEZIZWBEDONEL RYUITONEW
b. ZHO3HBELAERTWVEL

(4) »pnH < #EE _
a. fEFHWE Mz LTwH0p00nE L RYL oMk
b. HEOFTHEIVH {HRE L,

(5) wodwn/—4]
a, ZZTlEvosdWnlLeXsh
b. Vo BWVERKREELEWVWTEHRLWY
C. Vo SVWFEHITHELELTT

(6) wo _
a. wobyshrh!
b. WORERNZ LN !

(7) Eolw /Huxt
a., S ZLEVRTWEE
b. HAHEBLAEVWHEXGNE, ZoB28HY) 72w

(8) Fol-WIZ /XTI
a. HDOAE— FIZIFHETIGEWFIT &L
b. HHCEZ Tid e o B WREBEO—E

(9) &Td
a., LTLFALBIITELEWV
b, TABBEXIZETHILCEENEW

(10)
,a'
b.
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(19)
a.
b.
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BLZ

. BIFEELLEVWGE
. COFEBERICIE, BIFEBELPRILEEIDLLIEVWAYILBEES

HLAD HED

CERATALADRELE LWL
. KEKDOE, BRPKOBIZALADGED o7

PSP HIEED

R RATEZ 2T L TETVEVDTY
. RBRMEE DL EED L TIEA

OERPITHD

L O THNIEBETIFTIRFE LR AL NRE, 43I VEPTFLDEDLHR> THREL
L HOTFADPLUEDEPTSDOREDER LW

Vo RAD,/ —FD

. AOFHERO LB LTI, —HOEBELEIT AV
LR O2) LB

IR

LA RFHICHH LIIBbELS T
. ROFOBREELDRENAOTIIAEVWTLLI A

CTBREVTHEIEIEIZHLBVWERATL

L NEONEOBEASREILL I EbED o

WrC T

. RRRBILTAREZR EL TV AL,
=L RITFEOFEEVDHEY, Brofho TEFEFDFONLL holzlArRE, R

2 ED VL, FI v R EBLTRoTWVEL,
(meantime E-Zine, Vol.230 (http://www.meantime-jp.com/))

. "Sometimes | IZBEEHHZMZ L BVE TP BLETT) b=— - 77X TEHHPIEADT,

(meantime E-Zine, Vol.134 (http://www.meantime-jp.com/))

D LWET AL BALRLTAARICEHRER LAV, BLTHL T,

(TN AR - 0y GEE, GlEEE .
(F2eCEER 7 74 )V (http://www.aozora.grjp/) )

AN AE R
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(200 % &) /EH |
a, ZALObWIREEEY (IR (ETFHERR)
b. TRETOBEDF =X b — %f/FTE%Téttkwvmu B4 < ttﬁﬁ@ﬁ%
EMBV AR AL BAL Y '
C. HLE-EBEANCHERETIR &a FEHEAY  (TFNZEEEER ver. 79))

3. BREOEEMNERIENDEE

AIECMEL- L) CHAE CHEENBERPEEICRITT 5, STNIBHEBEOEE LBEE T
MEKT . DTIHBITABIIBVT, EFEOBEAEEY ever & Neg & DALERRICEHR L7zv,

(21) BEDBEA B ever D
. No umpire in their right mind will ever make that call.
' (http://sportsillustrated. cnn. com/tennis/2001/us_open/)

b . no dancer will ever tread so lightly

¢ . "I don’t want him to ever know. Do you understand?” "Mum'’s the word.”  [BI7RER ver.79]

d . Ido not plan ever to stay here again.
e . They were unwilling ever to accept our help. (Quirk et al. (1985))

f . Your wife says that nothing ybu can do will ever induce her to divorce you. She's quite made
up her mind. (William Somerset Maugham, The Moon and Sixpence (the Project Gutenberg

Edition) )
g . You are never second. Ever ! (movie script: The Sixth Sense)

oib%%@%@iéﬁ@ﬁmﬁm R EEBAEET NI ZNSETEINDE L2k b,
TR L TCHAZET M#ﬁL&OTW%GT\_ﬂ%t?M@Lmewwfééoﬁ x

T, %@Hﬁ%@ﬁ?% L5,

4., BREOEBTEHEE

B TREA éﬂ%Fﬁ%mﬁm(M£MHMlemeJ%é%bk%(“@é%%ﬁ
Cinque (1999) &, LLF® (22) ZRT L HI12, IPRICEHEOBEHBOGFAEEZIRE L. %ﬂ%

NORGFHNDIERF (specifier) W EICAIFALEE, ZOEERME OBICITHERD - BHRH
WO TEFELERVD D L LT,

(22) HEPIEAEHEME DY EHIREE M (the universal hierarchy of clausal functional projections)

[frankly Moodspeech act [fortunately Moodeyaiuative Lallegedly Moodeigential
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[probably Moodepistemic Lonce T (Past) [then T (Future) [perhaps Moodirreasis [necessarily Modnecessity
(possibly Modpossiviity [#sually Asphabitua [again Asprepetitiveq) [0ften Aspirequentative)

Lintentionally Modyojitional [quickly Aspeelerativeqty Lalready T (Anterior) [no longer Aspterminative

[still Aspeontinuative [@lways AsPpertect(z) [just Aspretrospective [500% ASPproximative [0716fly ASPaurative
[characteristically (?) AsPgeneric/progressive (@m0t AsPprospective [completely AspsgCompletive(l)

(tutto Asppicompletive [well Voice [fast / early ASpcelerativeqtry [8ain ASPrepetitive()

[often ASpfrequentative(ll) [completely ASpSgCornpletive(II)

A TIEZ D Cinque DREICEDE, UTOARFEOBEBEZRET %o

(23) (=(18) a) HIIMLTARELZ LTV AL

/CP\
Spec )
Spec T
\
— NegP
Spec/ Neg'
Spec >Neg‘
Neg ___T\/VP

¢ Spec™ >V'\
: AV T complement

Al BT 2 LTW RIERE

COBETIE, BEMNBRBATHHEIF (W CTJ) % NegP D8R (specifier) (ZEICE
SIZXY), BEBBHEBOTER [2v] EZ20REFIBO CTEELBRICH L EPEHICHE
fREND, RFHTRIBT S [HBEFH-EEH—3 (Spec-head agreement) | 12 & 2 BEBEI D
BUDBEHTHEIHUTH D, $/-L5EHRERF (multiple specifiers) ZRET DI LIZL D, BE
BERETHHEIF (BT CT] & Neg LOBIBIFHERNP A>T 2DPEHICEHBIND,

5. #&

B

AT Cinque (1999) ORFICHETE, BAFEOTE BRI [HEEF-TEH—&] 1T
DA END ERIBLTIZe THITHLT ever D &) 2EFOTENBRADE 1. BENEH
BRICHE I EPEDRTEHL L HDT, ZOMERIBOTHEETHSL EWVR D,

¥ (Notes).
1. ¥FIZ Pollock (1989, 1997) Tix. ElZ (adverb) BEMEBICEHESINbDALL, It

BRI L L CHFOBBERZEHT L L) FEFE LR TV S,
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2. I=ZTYAPMBERICEHL TIX Chomsky (1995) %%, LEMZEIKS, (the universal base
“hypothesis) (2B L Tid Kayne (1994), Cinque (1996) ¥%ZRN L,
3. 20 [&9] twIHITER, LLortERAEBEHATOFAIELE L 7, -
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