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A Historical Review and Perspective on the Seaside Gallery in Ohgata
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"The Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences
*Department of Economics, Faculty of Humanities and Economics
'Department of International Studies, Faculty of Humanities and Economics

* Education and Research Center for Lifelong Learning

Abstract : A seaside gallery was established in Ohgata chou in 1989. There is, however, no building
for it. The gallery emerged for only a few days a year with a thousand T-shirts hanging over the
seaside. For building up the gallery the promoters invite photos and illustrations from all over the
country and print them on T-shirts and hang them up. The landscape lets visitors feel value of
nature around them in a new sense. The aim of this program lies just in it. The promoters stress
the conversion of the viewpoint and the importance of the nature as it is. Moreover they deny too
much dependence on the construction industry in order to develop the region.

Until now the activities have been appreciated by people but local residents. Therefore the
promoters have struggled to make the seaside gallery comprehensible to local residents. But the
efforts have not been successful yet.

In this paper we first summarize the historical development of activities on the seaside
including not only the seaside gallery itself but also related activities of local residents, Second, we
analyze the evaluation by local residents on the seaside gallery. Third, basing on these analyses,
we clarify why the gallery is not so comprehensible and examine the perspective on the seaside
gallery activities.
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