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Environmental Changes in the Late Pleistocence to Holocene Ages
from view-points of Quaternary Geology and Archaeology in
Kochi Prefecture, Southwest Japan

Taikou Mirusio! and Keizou DEHARA®
! Department of Natural Environmental Sciences, Faculty of Science,
Kochi University Kocht 780-8520 Japan
*Burial Culture Center of Kochi Prefecture, Nankoku 783-0006 Japan

Abstract: The writers surveyed the Quaternary System and archaeolgical sites in the whole
Kochi Prefecture, Southwest Japan, and the followings are concluded: The Quaternary System
was classified and described, and the environmental changes were clarified. Then the oldest
archaelogical site was the Okutani-minami relict of about 20,000 ybp of the Latest Glacial
(Wiirmian) Age of the Late Pleistocene, consisting the Lower Terraces, as well as the Holocene
strata forming the Alluvial Plains.

And the archaeolgical sites were as follows: the Paleo-Lithic ones were about 30 sites, the
Jomoian ones about 200 and the Yayoian ones about 400.

The Paleo-Lithic relicts were fluent in the western and central parts derived from the East
Kyushu. The Earlier Jomonian sites showed the cultural interchange with South Kyushu, while
in the Middle age the cultural interchange with Central Setouchi was found with the import of
Kanaya sanukite (bronzite andesite). And in the Yayoian Age, the Setouchi Culture came down
to the famous Tamura Complex Relicts with the Middle Jomonain to Yayoian, and the culture
was spread out to the both west and east of Kochi Prefecture.
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