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Abstract
The purpose of this study is to reconsider researchers’ working conditions to make Gender—Equal-Society
understood in Japanese universities. Nowadays, some universities with pioneering spirits for
Gender—Equal ity have decided to take Gender—-Equal-Policies. They have been supporting female researchers’
families not to let having children or raising children prevent their achieving careers sometimes. Actually,
Time-Use-Study showed that they spend much more time for their housework and childcare than male researchers
do. Consequently, some universities have decided to build childcare centers, and others have prohibited
conferences which start at night
However, we need to reconsider the increasing working hours itself. Researchers’ very competitive
environments sometimes force both male and female researchers to work long hours. In addition, they are
engaged in clerical duties longer than ever. Due to the economic recession, it is hard for young researchers
to find long-term jobs. These situations might harm female Reproductive-Decision-Making. And it is no doubt
that researchers, regardless of age and sex, have little time to enjoy their personal lives. |t seems very
hard to make Gender—-Equal-Society come true in academic business only with the policies which support women
We need to make some work conditions so that both male and female researchers can study for their own
achievements, and can manage and enjoy their paid work, unpaid work, and other human activities. Otherwise
it is very hard for male researchers to share their housework and childcare with their wives and enjoy
their personal lives. Unless we change these work conditions of researchers in universities, there will
always be this misunderstanding that Gender-Equal-Policies are only for women.
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