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The aristocratic families had the social powers in the Middle Ages of China. In this time they handed down their family ceremonies �&'()'%from

father to son and these ceremonies became the status symbol of the aristocratic families, while the Imperial Court compiled a lot of books on national 

ceremonies�*&+'(,'%. The guidance how to write the letter ‘SHU YI�-.%’ also appeared in this time, since the elites of these aristocratic families 

exchanged the letters that represented their abilities of literature and culture. During Sui and Tang Dynasties the guidance of the ceremonial occasion ‘JI 

XIONG SHU YI�/0-.%’  appeared, because the aristocratic families had more opportunities to acquainted with each other in the ceremonial occasion.

In Song Dynasty the elites who passed the imperial examination had the social powers instead of the old aristocratic families and they edited various text books 

of family ceremonies to build their family standard. Sima Guan�123%’s “SHU YI�-.% ” and Zhu Xi�45%’s “JIA LI�&'%” is the most 

representative books of all others, and the latter is the model of following books on the ceremony. In this sense “WEN GONG SHU YI�6,-.% ” is the 

introduction of  “ZHU ZI JIA LI������” in the development of Chinese ceremonial history.   
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