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: Indian American writer Bharati Mukherjee's The Holder of the World 1993 is a rewriting of Nathaniel Hawthorne's

The Scarlet Letter 1850 . The purpose of this paper is to make clear how Hawthorne's The Scarlet Letter influences

Mukherjee's The Holder of the World in terms of hybridity or miscegenation.

Beigh Masters, the narrator of Mukherjee's book and a researcher who traces valuable objects for collectors, finds that a

diamond called the Emperor's Tear is connected with a Puritan woman named Hannah Easton who became the mistress of a

Hindu raja in South India in the 17th century. Entering the world of the virtual reality which her boy-friend Venn produces,

Beigh succeeds in experiencing Hannah's life vicariously. Though Hannah goes over to India with her Irish husband, she

becomes the passionate paramour of Raja Jadav Singh. After Singh is killed by the Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb, she comes back

to Salem with her daughter Black Pearl who is half-American and half-Indian. Unlike Hawthorne's Hester, who secretly leads a

life of penitence after returning from Europe, Hannah enjoys her life with Black Pearl in New England, saying "we are Americans

to freedom born!" In this way, Mukherjee has written India into the beginnings of American literary history.

What is significant about Beigh's time travel is that she returns to the real world feeling like both American and Indian. At

that moment, she feels in her gut that she is "incubating an enormous diamond." This diamond in her gut is the very one she has

been looking for. The diamond seems to suggest a racially and culturally hybrid condition. It is interesting to note that

Mukherjee as an American to freedom born tries to get over religious and racial borders by evaluating hybridity as most desirable,

while Hawthorne presents as offensive any sign of hybridity or miscegenation in Pearl.
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The Scarlet Letter

. "Who can blame Nathaniel Hawthorne for shying

away from the real story of the brave Salem mother and her illegitimate daughter?" 284

. , The Scarlet Letter

, "the real story of the brave Salem mother and her illegitimate daughter"

. , .

. 12 , .

On a field of light blue, Hannah created an "uttermost shore." A twelve-year-old Puritan orphan who had never been out

of Massachusetts imagined an ocean, palm trees, thatched cottages, and black-skinned men casting nets and colorfully

garbed bare-breasted women mending them; native barks and , on the horizon, high-masted schooners. ... In the distance,

through bright-green foliage, a ghostly white building it could even be the Taj Mahal is rising.

That little embroidery is the embodiment of desire. 44

12

. ,

"Her embroidery gave away the conflict she tried to deny or suppress." 42 , The Scarlet Letter

.

"a person undreamed of in Puritan society" 59 , "Of course she must

suffer 'spells' and be judged an invalid." 59 . ,

. 2

.

, ,

.

With Gabriel she had clung to Salem's do's and don'ts. She had pulled and pummeled the familiar rules, hoping they'd

help make sense of her own evolution. With Jadav Singh, she's finally accepted how inappropriate it was in India

how fatal to cling, as White Towns tenaciously did, to Europe's rules, She was no longer the woman she's been in

Salem or London. The qsbas and villages of Roopconda bore no resemblance to the fading, phantom landscapes where

she's lived in Old and New England. Everything was in flux on the Coromandel coastline. The survivor is the one who

improvises, not follows, the rules. 234,

, ,
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And yet it was here in India that she felt her own passionate nature for the first time, the first hint that a world beyond
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duty and patience and wifely service was possible, then desirable, then irresistible. 237

, , , ,

, .
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Hannah/ Pearl returned to Salem with the infant and immediately began the search for her mother. She found her in a

workhouse for the mad and indigent in Providence Plantations, speaking some tribal gibberish and insisting on wearing

her outmoded woolens with the shameful I boldly sewn in red to her sleeve. It meant "Indian lover," though there was

no sign, apart from the progeny, of the Indian's existence. She claimed he'd been killed raiding chicken coops to feed

his children. And her daughter had a badge as well, her black-eyed, black-haired, lively daughter, named Pearl Singh.

The town gossips named them White Pearl and Black Pearl. 284

, .
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"A is for Act, my daughter!"...

"B is for Boldness, " Hannah pledged. "C is for Character. D is for Dissent,

E is for Ecstasy, F is for Forage..."...

"I is for Independence," said Hannah. 54
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Salem children were warned about the small house jammed with brass and copper items, called by many the House of

Enchantment, meaning the place of ultimate debauchery. They were warned of ingesting the attitudes of such a

house,...where all the inhabitants, particularly the younger generation, carried the double taint of voluptuaries' blood,

where seditious sentiments were openly aired. "We are Americans to freedom born!" White Pearl and Black Pearl

were heard to mutter, the latter even in school. 285,

.

,

. . ,

.

.

White Pearl eked out a living as a nurse, veterinarian, even, on rare occasion, doctor. Responsible citizens avoided her

services, but she did enjoy a clientele of divers men and women who came from curiosity and stayed for the wealth of

her storytelling, the pungency of her opinions. A more refined age in a more sophisticated city might have called it a

salon. 285

, , ,
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,

, .

John Hathorne ,

.

Joseph Hathorne seemed to have found in her company, doing odd jobs, running errands, a corrective to the

orthodoxy of his household. He even went to sea, driven from the taint of Salem, drawn by the stories of the China and

India trade that White Pearl related as she sewed. His great-grandson, Nathaniel Hawthorne, was born in Salem in 1804.
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Asa Brownledge's American Puritans seminar... set in motion a hunger for connectedness, a belief that with sufficient

passion and intelligence we can deconstruct the barriers of time and geography. Maybe that led, circuitously, to Venn.

And to the Salem Bibi and the tangled lines of India and New England. 11

,

"connectedness" ,

.

There are no accidents. My Yale thesis on the Puritans did lead to graduate school, but it also took me here. My life

with Venn Iyer, father of fractals and designer of inner space, is no accident. 19,

. "I'm part of

this story, the Salem Bibi is part of the tissue of my life." 21 ,

.
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. Hester Manning .
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, , " W ith my dying breath I plunge the diamond into the deepest part of me." 283

. ,

��������	
 ��� ����������



.

My shoulder still throbbed, and it continues to ache at night, and sometimes I feel in my gut that I really am incubating

an enormous diamond. 283,

.

,

.

, ,

. ,

"her Christian-Hindu-Muslim self, her American-English-Indian self" 268

,

.

, The Scarlet Letter The Holder of the

World .
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,

. The Scarlet Letter The Holder of the World , ,

.

,

A , .

,

.

, The Holder of the World ,

. 17 ,

,

,

"We are Americans to freedom born!" . "Of all the

qualities I admire in Hannah Easton that make her entirely our contemporary in mood and sensibility, none is more touching to

me than the sheer pleasure she took in the world's variety." 104 , "the world's

variety" .

,

.

, ,

, .

, .

To resist cultural and ideological mutation simply because one wants to retain racial/cultural/religious/caste "purity" is, in

my opinion, evil. I'm against that kind of Hitlerian racial and ethnic pride; I'm against the retention of "pure culture" for

the sake of purity.
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. , ,

, . , Nalini Iyer "The Holder of the

World criticizes canonical American literature's white centredness by forcing the recognition of the immigrant experience and the

multicultural aspects to American history." 42 , .

, The Scarlet Letter . The Scarlet

Letter ,

,

. The Scarlet Letter

, , Jay Gross

, ,

Gross14, 17 . , The Scarlet

Letter 12 "Chiefly about War-Matters" .

,

, "monstrous"

, The Scarlet Letter

, , .

The Scarlet Letter The

Holder of the World . ,

The Scarlet Letter ,

, , .

. , The Holder of the World New York: Knopf, 1993 .

The Scarlet Letter , , .

, . Judie Newman "Mukherjee's rewriting certainly allows her more

'fun' than Hawthorne allows his dark lady." 84 , ,

.

Nalini Iyer "Mukherjee is indicating that identities are fluid and not overdetermined by sex or race." 41

.

. Beigh Masters B.M. Bharati Mukherjee B.M. ,

.

"Holders of the Word: An Interview with Bharati Mukherjee." by Tina Chen and S.X. Goudie

Lawrence Buell "I am an American writer, in the American mainstream, trying to extend... I am not an Indian writer, not

an exile, not an expatriate. I am an immigrant." , "Holder finally becomes still

another self-identified American writer's rewriting of an American classic." 85 .

, Luther S. Leudtke, Nathaniel Hawthorne and

the Romance of the Orient .

"There is an historical circumstance, known to few, that connects the children of the Puritans with these Africans of Virginia
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in a very singular way. They are our brethren, as being lineal descendants from the May Flower, the fated womb of which, in

her first voyage, sent forth a brood of Pilgrims upon Plymouth Rock, and, in a subsequent one, spawned Slaves upon the Southern

soil; a monstrous birth, but with which we have an instinctive sense of kindred, and so are stirred by an irresistible impulse to

attempt their rescue, even at the cost of blood and ruin. The character of our sacred ship, I fear, may suffer a little by this

revelation; but we must let her white progeny offset her dark one and two such portents never sprang from an identical

source before!" The Centenary Edition of the Works of Nathaniel Hawthorne XXIII, 420

, ,

.
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