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Abstract: 

The number of middle schools has been gradually increasing and becoming more widespread since th e 

late 1960 s, substituting for traditional junior high schools in the U.S.A. Nowadays, junior high schools are 

dramatically decreasing. In 2000, U.S. Department of Education issued an important report, that is, the title, 

In the Middle: Characteristics of Public Schools With a Focus on the Middle Schools. The report said that 

middle level  education definitely exists between elementary education and secondary education today. 

Educators, parents, policymakers, and researchers have focused considerable attention on middle-level 

education in the recent years in the U.S.  This paper discusses the issues related to articulation between those 

school s levels, specific examples of American schools  reform, and a trend of school reform mainly connected 

elementary level education with middle level education. We devoted some space to discussion of the number of 

various types of schools by using the information we obtained from Common Core of Data (CCD). 
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(Elementary)

(Middle) (Secondary)

(Combine) 12 UG ungraded; 

12

 

2 K 8 K 12 K 8 K 12

PK 8 PK 12  

 

1970-71 1986-87 1992-93 1999-00 2001-02 2002-03
K-8 4431 4789 3494 3249 3299 3410
PK-8 157 550 1075 1455 2020 2048

4588 5339 4569 4704 5319 5458

K-12 444 875 819 1227 1334 1476
PK-12 27 183 570 949 1318 1443

471 1058 1389 2176 2652 2919

 

 

2 K 8 1980 1990

1980 550

PK 8 2002 2,000 K 12 1980

875 2002 1,476 PK 12 1980

183 2002 8 1,443  

K 8 PK 8 (elementary school)

K 12 PK 12 (high school)

K 8 PK 8 K 12 PK 12

K 8 PK 8 K 12 PK 12

1980 5

2000 2 PK
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1990

K 8
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3

(Special Focus School) Regular School

2 3 3

 

2004 1 3 K 8 6 8

K 8 K 8

K 8 Sunnyside 

Environmental School 6 8

 

K 8 K 5 6 8

K 5 6 8

K 8

K 5 6 8

 

K 8 3  
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3 3
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31 D.C. 1,628 35

0.8

59  
 

29 2005 106 110  
 54 55  
 2004 1 3

3  

  
 McEwin, C. K., Dickinson, Thomas S., Jenkins, Doris M. and Jacobson, Michael G., Programs and 
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