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Abstract: 

The number of middle schools has been gradually increasing and becoming more widespread since th e 

late 1960 s, substituting for traditional junior high schools in the U.S.A. Nowadays, junior high schools are 

dramatically decreasing. In 2000, U.S. Department of Education issued an important report, that is, the title, 

In the Middle: Characteristics of Public Schools With a Focus on the Middle Schools. The report said that 

middle level  education definitely exists between elementary education and secondary education today. 

Educators, parents, policymakers, and researchers have focused considerable attention on middle-level 

education in the recent years in the U.S.  This paper discusses the issues related to articulation between those 

school s levels, specific examples of American schools  reform, and a trend of school reform mainly connected 

elementary level education with middle level education. We devoted some space to discussion of the number of 

various types of schools by using the information we obtained from Common Core of Data (CCD). 
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(Elementary)

(Middle) (Secondary)

(Combine) 12 UG ungraded; 
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2 K 8 K 12 K 8 K 12

PK 8 PK 12  

 

1970-71 1986-87 1992-93 1999-00 2001-02 2002-03
K-8 4431 4789 3494 3249 3299 3410
PK-8 157 550 1075 1455 2020 2048

4588 5339 4569 4704 5319 5458

K-12 444 875 819 1227 1334 1476
PK-12 27 183 570 949 1318 1443

471 1058 1389 2176 2652 2919

 

 

2 K 8 1980 1990

1980 550

PK 8 2002 2,000 K 12 1980

875 2002 1,476 PK 12 1980

183 2002 8 1,443  

K 8 PK 8 (elementary school)

K 12 PK 12 (high school)

K 8 PK 8 K 12 PK 12

K 8 PK 8 K 12 PK 12

1980 5

2000 2 PK

12  

1980 1990

1983
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1960

1970

1980  

1990

K 8

 

 

5. K 8  

 

2000

 

6 8 K 8

 

K 8

K 8

6 8 K 8

K 8
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6.  

3

 

 

  

  

  

 

3

(Special Focus School) Regular School

2 3 3

 

2004 1 3 K 8 6 8

K 8 K 8

K 8 Sunnyside 

Environmental School 6 8

 

K 8 K 5 6 8

K 5 6 8

K 8

K 5 6 8

 

K 8 3  

 

7. 3  

3 3
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p.2 2005  
 2000 1992 201 213  
 6 8 5 8 7 8

20
10 George, P. S. and Alexander, W. M., The 

Exemplary Middle School, 2nd Edition, Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1993., p.23.  
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57 58  
 1939 1945

 
 1947 22 1949 24

60
2005 3

 
http://www.gov-online.go.jp/publicity/book/kanpo-shiryo/2005/050309/siry0309.htm#mokuji1 
 Beane, J. A., A Middle School Curriculum : From Rhetoric to Reality, 2nd Edition., National Middle School 
Association, 1993., pp.7 8. 
 

10 1999 4  

1973 (National Middle 
School Association) 1982

(This We Believe) 10

(transescents)

10  

 3 4  

1987 113 4
1926

7 9 (13 15 )73.5 7 8 (13 14 )15.2
88.7 1969

6 8 12 14 58.2 5 8 (10 14 )25.8 4 8 (9 14 ) 6.1
89.7  

George, P. S. and Alexander, W. M.., op.cit., p.29. cf Middle School Become Widespread and Numerous  
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cf., Harlow, G. Unger, Encyclopedia of American Education, Facts On File, 
Inc., 1996.  
 1987  

   
 18 19

 3  1979 267 281  
 Wiles, Jon and  Bondi, Joseph, The Essential Middle School, Charles E. Merrill, 1981.,p.2. 
 

8 4 6 6 6 3 3
(Eliot, C. K.; 1834-1926) 1888

278  
 1891 10

1893 4
8 2 4 6 4

278 279  
 Wiles, Jon and Bondi, Joseph, op.cit., p.3. 
 8 4 8 4

6 2 4 6 3 3
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19  
 Wiles, Jon and  Bondi, Joseph, op.cit., p.3. 
 George, P. S. and Alexander, W. M., The Exemplary Middle School, 2nd Edition, Holt, Rinehart and 

Winston, 1993., p. 25. 
 Ibid., p. 25. 
 Wiles, Jon and Bondi, Joseph, op.cit., p.4. 
  

1998
124-131  

 William Gruhn and Harl Douglass, The Modern Junior High School, Ronald, 1956., pp.31-32. 
 

(Leonard Koos) (Vermont Bennett) (Calvin Davis)
(Thomas Briggs) (John Lounsbury)

(William Van Til) (Gordon Vars) (Maurice Ahrens) 
Wiles, Jon and Bondi, Joseph,op.cit., p.4.
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(1) (2)  
(3) (4)  

1960 6 3 3
5 3 4 4 4 4 1960

 
6 3 3

1975 47 52  
 Beane, J. A., op.cit., p.25. 
 George, P. S. and Alexander, W. M., op.cit., p. 25. 
  19  
 CCD Common Core of Data   
 K 8 K 12 K 8 K 12

K 8 PK 8
K 12 PK 12

PK Pre-Kindergarten
 

 CCD Common Core of Data

 
  
   6

2000 35 36  
 38  
 

1991

2000 1 36 D.C.
31 D.C. 1,628 35

0.8

59  
 

29 2005 106 110  
 54 55  
 2004 1 3

3  

  
 McEwin, C. K., Dickinson, Thomas S., Jenkins, Doris M. and Jacobson, Michael G., Programs and 

Practice in K-8 Schools: Do They Meet the Educational Needs of Young Adolescents?, National Middle 
School Association, 2004. 
 2010

1121 480 110 44 78
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