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Negotiating the Gleneagles Agreement (1977): Unearthing Drafts
by a Staff Member of the Commonwealth Secretariat

Masahiro Kawamoto
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Abstract: The main purpose of this paper is to report on new findings related to the Gleneagles Agreement,
which was announced at the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) held in June 1977. The
Agreement is believed to have mitigated the confrontation between "new" Commonwealth countries and New
Zealand over the problem of sporting contacts with South Africa during the Apartheid era, and played a crucial
role in avoiding a mass boycott of the Commonwealth Games in Edmonton, Canada, the next year. Although
academics have already devoted considerable attention to the preliminary arrangement for the agreement,
parts of the story have remained ambiguous and untraceable. In this paper I introduce the drafts of
declaration and resolution by Jeremy Pope, a promising staff member of the Commonwealth Secretariat, found
in the Secretariat documents recently opened to the public in 2008, as these drafts seem to have never been
cited in articles and books concerning the CHOGM and anti-Apartheid campaigns. Translating them into
Japanese and referring to other documents of the Secretariat and those of the British government, I review the
earlier descriptions of the developments which the Secretariat, the British government and others were

engaged in just before the CHOGM in 1977.
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