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The Cooperation between Nursery School and other Institutions to Support the Development of Children with Autism
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"Distance Learning Program, Chubu Gakuin University; 2Faculty of Human Welfare, Chubu Gakuin University; > Kochi University Research and

Education Faculty Humanities and Social Science Cluster Education Unit, Kochi Research Project of Developmental Disabilities

Abstract : We reported about the cooperation between a nursery school and other institutions for the developmental
support of a child with autism. The case was a four—year—old—child with autism. We selected and analyzed daily reports and
his individual support plan, the efforts of the nursery school, the cooperation with other institutions, and his relationships
with others (cognition and imitation of other persons). Before he started nursery school, the director contacted the care
center that he and his mother were using and the teacher who was to take care of him observed him and was informed about
his state. The environment in the nursery school was prepared for his needs. A month after entering nursery school, a
coordinator in this district gathered the staff members from other institutions and held a conference about means to support
his development. These means were then executed at the nursery school. Effort was made afterwards to maintain a healthy
relationship between the institutions involved and care givers observed each other’s efforts. As a result, his support was
consistent with that at the other institutions and his relational behavior increased. To summarize what we found to be
effective cooperation methods: gather information about children with autism before they enter nursery school and plan for
their support; after they enter nursery school, hold a case conference with the other institutions; agree to stay connected
with each other after the conference; have the director be responsible for interaction between the staff and the institutions.
If these four points of cooperation are included within the existing system, nursery school teachers will be able to support

children with autism consistently.
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