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Developing Early Exposure to Community — Based Nursing Practice
— Community Partnerships and Empowerment —

Junko TAKANO, Kimiko OHARA, Kiyoko JIKUMARU, Akiko FUJITA

Faculty of Nursing

Abstract. The health care sysytem is under a drastic change as the health needs of the population-
chage and WHO emphasizes the establishment of primary health care to realize health for all. It is
clear that the nursing students have to learn primary health care roles, and should be able to de-
liver a nursing care collaborating with community and the multiprofessional health care team
members upon their graduation. Deapite of the establishment of nursing education in an higher
educational system with a new curricurum, the education for nursing practice still start at an hos-

pital in which students are not able to aquire the essential knowledge and skill needed in commu-
nity — based practice. .

In Kochi Medical School, Depatment of Nursing implemented the first nursing practice for one

week in April, 99 having aimed to learn partnership and empowerment collaborating with the
community (H kindergarden and K school for elderly).

The students and community were benefitted from the program. We are already con firmed by

the community to conduct the school program for next year.
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