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The Expressions of Death in “Nihon.syoki”

—Centering on i§ Hou—
Sinji ABE
Japanese Literature

Abstract. As a basic operation, I picked out all the expressions of death
(B3 hou, 2% kou, % sotu, %% si, etc.) in “Nihon-syoki”. As we can see in the
ancient Chinese document “Raiki”, in China the meaning of the Chinese
character “f3” was the death of Emperors (XF). In the 8th century
Japan adopted that thought, so in Japan “fi” means the death of a
Japanese Emperor. The reading of “#i" has been “kamuagaru”. The
reading of “kamuagaru” is based on the mythological meaning that the
Japanese Emperors come down from heaven (X1 ame, tenjyou) to earth
(K'F amenosita), die on earth and return to heaven again. But in “Nihon
-syoki” I could not find an example of the Emperor comeing down from
heaven to earth, and returning to heaven again. As a result I clarified
that the reading and the mythological meaning of “kamuagaru™ are not

reasonable in “Nihon-syoki”.
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