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Revision of the Two Sympatric Snake-Eel Species of the Genus
Ophichthus (Ophichthidae, Anguilliformes) from Tosa Bay,
Southern Japan, with Comments on O. tsuchidae
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Abstract: Two species of the snake-eel genus Ophichthus were studied based on 89 O. urolophus and 13 O.
asakusae specimens from Tosa Bay, and the holotype of O. roseus from Tokyo Bay, now referred to as O. asa-
kusae. The two species are not distinguishable from each other by the origin of the dorsal fin in relation to the
tip of pectoral fin and the depth of tail, which have been thought to be important characteristics for each species.
However, O. urolophus differs from O. asakusae by having a snout with a narrow, short and shallow hollow on
its dorsal surface (wide, long and deep hollow in the latter), cheek with a shallow groove or smooth (with a deep
groove), skin near the tip of tail smooth with many short bristles (wrinkled with many pits), 14-19 predorsal ver-
tebrae (11-12) and 134-139 total vertebrae (126-132), clearly indicating that O. #oseus is a junior synonym of O.
asakusae. In addition, the two species differ in osteological features of the maxillary, angular and hypulas, and the
arrangement of the coracoid and scapula. The relationship between O. urolophus and O. tsuchidae is briefly dis-
cussed.

Key words: Snake-eels, Ophichthidae, Ophichthus, O. urolophus, O. asakusae, O. voseus, O. tsuchidae,
taxonomy

TINERBIETFFEY IANEHT IAVEFTRROSGHEBETH D, HRBOERR 52
TS CHEET S (McCosker ef al., 1989). T HAEEBE Y IAYEBAEOI L, AV T I~
¥ Ophichthus urolophus & 4 F %77 I~ O. asakusae /<% 1% Temminck and Schlegel (1847)
& Jordan and Snyder (1901) 12X o TR S N7z25, WEOEZ LMA T IN T CRELIA
Sz, Hd (1917) 1385 7 I AV 0. roseus ek L7228, BICAKRMEN A F A7 IAE Q0.
wrolophus D> 7 = A THBHE A7 L1z (H, 1927). LA L4545, HEMR (1993) 2t h
B39 IANEEAFHTIANYO. asabusae DY) =L THDH, B, AVIINEESL TR
Y INCIERELIEHREOMMNUVES L OCRBORSOMHE,SHEINTELEZ DTS
(%P, 1984 ; AR, 1993). L2 L, AV IANYOWEHEREOME IITEANLEIED 5
B2 EPERICHRIE (1955) Ik higfancws, /2, BREBOKRIOLEIZBWTHH
ERIRED 2, ZOBINEEFLTLOENTH S & OHBTIIHE L. KBFgEiE, TERE

51



52 A - e

SNz hEBEEOERICETE, MEONHBBELARBEOBALRREZRAL, o2
THAREICHRBIL D 2B O PICT A2 LB L.

M EHE

AR T L7ZA VY IAESMHEEKE £ 577 I ACIMARPIMESEIL, T XTHAELT
FEETREINLERTH ), BAKFEEE BSKU) ICREIN TS, b9 1EED(
B 3IAE (ZUMT 7485) i3, EEKERGWREREWESYFZHIEEL TVwHENT T 3
Y 0. roseus DEHEFIERTH 5. ‘

e ERfr & HIB R E L O BMAL % Figs. 1, 23R 7. B RADLHIX Asano (1962),
McCosker (1977) & UVEH (1990) 125t 72, HB L 0K & AL TR 72855 % Table 1
IRT. BAROEHNZIZ F2A AV, BRRATERE 7YY Ly FSTHRELE, R
IRERBEHETCHIL, BB FHEBEIRXBEEZHWTEHELL Ay Filid
WEEE % H 7.

Fig. 1. Schematic snake-eel to show how measurements were made. A: lateral view; B:
dorsal view; C: ventral view. For abbreviations see Table 1.

Fig. 2. Schematic snake-eel to show how counts of sensory pores were made. A: lateral
view; B: dorsal view; C: ventral view. For abbreviations see Table 1.
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Table 1. List of abbreviations.
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AR: anal rays

ART: articular

B: basal element of pterygiophores
BO: basioccipital

BR: branchiostegal rays
BS: basisphenoid

CH: ceratohyal

CL: cleithrum

CO: coracoid

CR: caudal rays

D: dentary

DA: depth at anus

DR: dorsal rays

E: eye diameter

EH: epihyal

EM: ethmoid pore

EO: epiotic

ET: ethmoid portion of ethmovomer
F: frontal

FP: frontal pore

GH: glossohyal

GO: gill opening length
HH: hypohyal

HL: head length

HPU: haemal spine of preural centrum
HY: hypural

HYM: hyomandibular

[: isthmus width

I0: interopercle

IP: infraorbital pores
IW: interorbital width
LJ: lower jaw length
LL: lateral line pores

LPT: distance between last lateral line pore and tail tip

MX: maxillary

NPU: neural spine of preural centum
OP: opercle

OR: orbit

P: pectoral fin length
PA: preanal length
PAR: parietal

PAS: parasphenoid

PD: predorsal length
PG: pterygoid

PO: preopercle

POM: preoperculomandibular pores
PR: pectoral fin rays
PRM: premaxillary
PRO: prootic

PT: pterotic

PTR: pterygiophore
PTS: pterosphenoid

PU: preural centrum

Q: quadrate

R: radial element of pterygiophores
S: snout length

SC: scapula

SCL: supracleithrum
SO: subopercle

SOP: supraorbital pores
SP: sphenotic

SPO: supraoccipital

ST: supratemporal pores
T: tail length

TL: total length

TR: trunk length

UH: urohyal

UJ: upper jaw length
UN: uroneural

UV: ural vertebra

V: vomer

AEFECTHR L7ZEAD ) 2 M # IFITRT.

A7 IANE D 89fEk. BSKU 29973, 491.7mm TL, SAITHAIEE, 1980421 A26 0 ; BSKU
36949, 615.2mm TL, #Z#, 19824F 4 A13[ ; BSKU 39943, 426.7mm TL, #EE, REFE
A HAH ; BSKU 51463, 471.0mm TL, f#&#8, 200044 B 9 H ; BSKU 51950-51953, 385.5-
565.0mm TL, S #H, 19994104 14H ; BSKU 52057-52061, 376.0-481.0mm TL, T {4,
19994E11H25H ; BSKU 52063, 458.0mm TL, #H-Ei##, 20004F 3 H27H ; BSKU 52064-52066,
400.0-572.5mm TL, &, 19994104 4 H ; BSKU 52067, 421.5mm TL, &, 19994F
104281 ; BSKU 52068, 370.0mm TL, {BH[, 19974£5 4 1 H ; BSKU 52069, 52201-52206
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386.5-581.5mm TL, HE#E, 1999¢£10H15H ; BSKU 52321-52327, 409.5-491.5mm TL, &
¥, 19994104 15H ; BSKU 52328, 52329, 411.0-516.5mm TL, %M, 200048 H 7 A ;
BSKU 52330-52332, 418.5-536.5mm TL, f&i#, 20004€ 9 A 3 0 ; BSKU 52333, 493.5mm TL
MY, 20004E 8 A 7 H ; BSKU 52334, 52335, 500.5, 422.0mm TL, fH:& i, 200049 A 7
A ; BSKU 52336-52339, 459.0-593.0mm TL, f-&#i, 20004 4 A 7 H ; BSKU 52340, 442.5
mm TL, /2, 200044 5 2 H ; BSKU 52341, 379.5mm TL, &R, 20004£7 A 3H ;
BSKU 52342, 563.5mm TL, #I&#8, 20004£ 3 A 1 H ; BSKU 52343-52348, 409.5-540.5mm TL
fHEHE, 20004E 4 H17H ; BSKU 83139-83145, 423.3-567.5mm TL, %W, 199745 H 1 H ;
BSKU 83146, 83147, 498.4mm TL, 543.3mm TL, {£& R, 199743 A20H ; BSKU 86453,
419.4mm TL, {£&HRT, 19984E 3 H19H ; BSKU 84456, 585.1mm TL, {15 W, 19984E 3 H17
A ; BSKU 86307, '506.1m;n TL, &8, 19984512824 H ; BSKU 86308, 86309, 485.8mm TL
416.2mm TL, #&#8, 19984£12H17H ; BSKU 86791, 452.2mm TL, &, 19934F104 2
H ; BSKU 86792, 492.1mm TL, &3, 1999411 H13H ; BSKU 86793, 497.6mm TL, HE&
¥, 19994F9 H 9 B ; BSKU 87017, 511.9mm TL, X J7H] A, 19994F 4 A 27 H ; BSKU
87595-87597, 87600-87602, 87608-87618, 393.0-496.0mm TL, 1{£i%, 19994F11825H.

A F A7 IAY 148K BSKU 9076-9078, 453.0-563.5mm TL, &, 19484114 2 H ;
BSKU 13884, 668.0mm TL, & #, 19684F 3 A ; BSKU 42161, 693.9mm TL, -+, 75m
19854F 8 A28 H ; BSKU 42520-42522, 518.3-580.4mm TL, %W, 80-120m, 198641 A 24
H ; BSKU 42578, 626.6mm TL, XJ7H], 19864E4 A 6 A ; BSKU 83165, 83166, 741.8 mm TL,
827.8mm TL, {EE Wy, 19974£ 5 H 1 B ; BSKU 83192, 835.7mm TL, #&EHN, 199746 A 1
H ; BSKU 87094, 581.8mm TL, +4£i%, 100m, 19984 6 A 18H ; ZUMT 7485, O. roseus 5
BREAR, 609.9mm TL, EHE, REFEH R,

&£ #H

Ophichthus urolophus (Temminck et Schlegel)
(Figs. 3A, 4A, 5A, 6A-C, 7A-B, 8A, 9A-B, 10A, 11A, 12A; Tables 2-7, 9)
(F1% : AV INE)

Conger urolophus Temminck and Schlegel, 1847: 260, pl. 114, fig. 1 (type locality-Nagasaki, Japan)
(lectotype designated by Boesman, 1947: 187).

Ophichithys urolophus: Ginther, 1887: 73; #-H, 1982: 63.

Ophichthus urolophus: Jordan and Snyder, 1901: 872; Jordan et al., 1913: 86; Hrr, 1920: 222; H
1, 1927: 300; [EHE - #AE, 1938: 95; R, 1940: 7; W, 1941: 42; HH, 1951: 789; #JH,
1955: 349; Chyung, 1977: 244; ¥EF, 1984: 32; HIH, 1984: 103; WM, 1986: 75; ¥ f,
1993: 183; Mok, 1994: 114.

AR HEEHEDLL-13%. BHEIIMFREDS3-58%. HHEMEIIHEEN12-22%. &
BOWBILPSRIHE CORESIIMBED 3-12%. WIEIIHEELR L W EHICBE LD, 20%
RHIH BT 2HELH 5. BEOBRIIH VD, L ISRy, HED26-37%. %Il
W ERBIAICBEN L, 1EREM2 5. BELOEIZE  TEERICRRPEA 2 07 2Lk
EREH L. BHOEEIIFTHHEEISH S, IREEILIE1+3-4 (RIEME3), IBTEILIE3
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-4(4)+1-3(2), FEBEE-THEEILIZS5-87)+2-3(3). HMEIILRHEL-ME. B
FIARDS TAROFTLEEEIZI3I AL 7R, FLHAFTHEIF 1T 2V LAHIZ 250, dEthid
B A5 R AR 250C, $#AFTLY]. FEHEZ 1ATE NS 25, WEgEEEIT
12-19 (F¥9E15.7). MEEEHERRILENE 6 -10(8.9), ALPIFIEIMTLEIX51-58 (54.1), HMHIHTL
B13112-131(124.5) . EEEFEHET1314-18(16.2), KLFIRTEMES $01351-56 (54.0), REHER
$13134-139(136.5). A& 3B R.

SEH : FHUE % Table 2 1Z/RT.

Table 2. Counts and proportional measurements of 89 Ophichthus urolophus specimens from Tosa Bay.

Range Mean Mode
TL (mm) 370.0-615.2 — —
Counts
Cephalic sensory pores
Supratemporal (right) 1+3-4 1.0+3.1 1+3
(left) 1+3-4 1.0+3.2 1+3
Infraorbital (right) 3-4+2 4.0+2.0 4+2
(left) 4+1-3 4.0+2.0 4+2
Preoperculomandibular (right) 6-8+2-3 6.8+2.9 7+3
(left) 5-7+2-3 6.7+2.9 7+3
Lateral line pores (left)
Branchial region 6-10 8.9 9
Preanal 51-58 54.1 53
Total 112-131 124.5 124
Vertebrae
Predorsal 14-18 16.2 17
Preanal 51-56 54.0 54
Total 134-139 136.5 136
Pectoral fin rays (left) 12-19 15.7 16
Measurements
In % TL
HL 11-13 12
Predorsal length 12-22 16
HL+pectoral fin 14-17 16
Preanal length 42-47 45
Tail length 53-58 56
Depth at anus 3-5 4
Tail depth at posterior 1/3 of tail 2-3 3
Tail width at posterior 1/3 of tail 2-3 2
Distance between last lateral line pore and tail tip 3-12 6
In % HL
Snout length 12-19 15
Eye diameter 10-15 12
Interorbital width 14-20 17
Upper jaw length 31-40 35
Lower jaw length 25-37 32
Pectoral fin length 26-37 31
Isthmus width 16-30 23
Gill opening length 12-19 14
Depth at posterior 1/3 of tail/ depth at anus (%) 53-79 68

Width at posterior 1/3 of tail/ depth at anus (%) 49-67 58
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Fig. 3. Head and anterior part of body of Ophichthus spp. A: O. wurolophus, BSKU
86309, 416.2mm TL; B: O. asakusae, BSKU 42520, 518.3mm TL. Scale bars
= 10 mm.

A

Fig. 4. Tail tip of Ophichthus spp. A: O. wrolophus, BSKU 86309, 416.2mm TL; B: O.
asakusae, BSKU 42520, 518.3mm TL; C: O. asakusae, ZUMT 7485 (holotype
of O. roseus), 594.0 mm TL. Scale bars = 10 mm.
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FITHE <, 2ITAME Fig 3). BEREERBICMPWELICH 2 5. BWEHESERIC
Wy, BEEZV., BROETICHMEERD S Fig 4. HRITELT, REIEW. EHiZHsL
w<$An&%mU% RIS, HE»RPPEME. WidhEmE <, LimidMsat %@

THILHE S P2V EAZ AT S (Fig 5. FHEETHIZIZIZFE. srRfl3dEzLcRE L
5z, WRANEORRHFIMET S, HELEEEMA AL, 1EREZMRA5. BORN
BT HF G THE L, BB TRE. RBILOEMICE S TRPRB AR UTILEREEN S 5
DEOBBEIT WMDY H 5. ELIZZEART, BEICEWDIE IR0 ME . Wi

BEL, RPREET L., FIRETEENLL, DERCUEI OHEET S, ORICH/NER
P b,

R ILECE Table 312773, IEEETLIAEMAS 1 +3-4 GrBEfE3), A1+ 3-4(3)
RTFELIZAMAS3-44) +2, EHA4+1-32). mifEEE-THEEILIIAEM»6-8(7) +
2-3=8-11, AM»5-7(7)+2-3.

Fig. 5. Dorsal view of head of Ophichthus spp. A: O. urolophus, BSKU 86309, 416.2 mm
TL; B: O. asakusae, BSKU 42520, 518.3mm TL. Scale bar = 10 mm.

Table 3. Frequency distributions of cephalic sensory pores in Ophichthus urolophus and O. asakusae.

Supraorbital pores Infraobital pores
Right Left Right Left
143 1+4 143 144 342 442 441 442 443
0. urolophus
(N=89) 77 12 74 15 2 87 1 8 2
0. asakusae * * * *
N=11) 14 14 14 13% 1
Preoperculomandibular pores
Right Left
6+2 6+3 742 7+3 8+2 8+3 9+2 §+3 1043 5+3 642 6+3 7+2 743 8+2 8+3 9+2 9+3
O. urolophus
(N=89) 3 26 1 49 1 1 2 26 4 55
0. asakusae % *
(N=14) 1 7 1 4 1 1 2 4 6 ‘1

* holotype of O. roseus.
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MK FLE % Table 4 12773, SUEIHIARTLENS 6 -10 (M 9), ALPIRTERFLEL51-58 (55)

KRR LB I3 112-131 (124) .
BHEE %% Table 5 10, WEERTIHES $1314-18 (BHE17), ILPIRTHHES 3135156 (54)

AT B3 134-139 (136) .
MakEiES S % Table 6 (SRS, MWEESESEI312-19 (RHHfELG).

Table 4. Frequency distributions of lateral line pores in Ophichthus urolophus and O. asakusae.

Branchial region Preanal
6 7 8 9 10 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58

0 (;’il‘égi)’”s 2 19 5 13 2 4 2 22 23 8 2 1
0‘(135;”;’2;“ 8 5% 1 1 3 4 2 21 1
Total
112 — 119 120 121 122 123 124 125 126 127 128 129 130 131 132 — 137
O'(I”\‘I’ilgfg)”‘s 1 1 4 7 6 11 16 12 13 5 7 2 3
O'&Zﬁﬁ““ 1 1 2* 3 3 1 2 1

* holotype of O. roseus.

Table 5. Frequency distributions of vertebrae in Ophichthus urolophus and O. asakusae.

Predorsal Preanal
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 51 52 53 54 55 56
Q. urolophus
(N=15) 2 1 5 6 1 1 ‘ 3 7 2 2
0. asakusae * *
N=13) 7 6 2 2 5 27 2
Total
126 127 128 129 130 131 132 133 134 135 136 137 138 139
O. urolophus
N=15) 1 1 6 4 2 1
0. asakusae %
N=12) 1 1 173 3 2 1

* holotype of O. roseus.

Table 6. Frequency distribution of pectoral fin rays in Ophichthus urolophus and O. asakusae.

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19

O. urolophus

(N—=85) 1 11 26 30 16 1
0. asakusae *

N=14) 3 3 37 5

* holotype of O. roseus.
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Rt o R EB LX) § 5 SR EL D Table 7. Dorsal fin origin in relation to pectoral fin tip in

B % Table 7 1R, S#EREA two Ophichthus species (number of specimens).
Mg OFREE L D ETICHE T A AR 0. urolophus  O. asakusae
i35, BT LEFICE T AEERIELS, Before pectoral fin tip 5 13
BT B EERIET7. Just above pectoral fin tip 13 1*

Behind pectoral fin tip 71

L& O 21233 2 BEERo
* holotype of O. roseus.

BHPHL/3OMNEIIBIT LEHD
ES L FDOWEE Table 2121, OB ST 2 RBEBEEOBET 5 1/30MEICEBIT S
BB £1353-79 % (EIfE68 %), BIBOEI349-67% (58 %).

T2 — VHIREEARO ARG, THEAREBE T, Bk, SRILEIE%REa T, B H
BICRL S, B, HIREILB L OHEILZRAETH 2, FORBEIE CGGRONLEE
bHbH. MOLEEITH M.

TR % Fig. 6 (RS, MEHEE IR R E-E A A, AU E, REERE, BIERE,
BEpg, BEEG, WEYE, BEY, WHEE, FEE, AREE, HEB L CEBEEET,S
B sns.

A EFEE - S - RS B AR IEE ORTESICAE L, B IERRILATY, THICHT LB E
A 5. LEEACHEE L, THES CREEE &7 5. BiEE I TMEESE L3P
WET ARRKODEETH S, RETLOLPT, AIHICIEOILED S, FAHOGEE T
L, BB TEERY, #RTHESE, AE TR CEERER I UREBRE ST 5.
BB IIRERTICLEL, AT, EHCTHESE, B TRBEREB LT TR
FLEET S, BB IRIRE T HICME L, siRICERT 4. B Crl L3S -FiE - 5K,
LH P RERCHEREE L CRBERE, RS CHESBIUEBREELEAT . BEETIZ

Fig. 6. Neurocranium of Ophichthus spp. A-C: O. urolophus, BSKU 86309, 416.2
mm TL; D-F: O. asakusae, BSKU 42521, 518.3mm TL A, D: dorsal view;
B, E: lateral view; C, F: ventral view. Scale bar = 10mm.
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MREEOMMEICALE L, A CHllEE & BEREIC, THTRIREEB LURTTIHEL
AT 5, BHEIMEEEOMEAFICMEL, BIRICEEY L. AL CHsEE, Ay
TEHRE, PRAFHCHER L LEE, TEHAS THEEE L TR CHRES LRE
T5., HEFTRIMEEELFOLEAINEL, BANPRERYT 4. HIRE IXHIT CHEE,
A CTEEEBLUGRACTLERLEAT LS. BEFRIMEEEOMMICAEL, AUTHEE
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THCEEEEE, #5 CHREE L ERIEF LREGT S, BRBIIBH T 5. LHE IMREH
HEHHO LHIMEL, BHNPPERT S, EHBIEHS THEES, SAMMITREIEBIUT
JCHBREE LEET A, SBRERIMEEEORIMTIEL, WA THWHEL, LAT
BHEBIUBEATERHEFG LEGT A, BRITEIHFEETLHEHT 5. BREEIIMEHED
BETHIMEL, FIATHEE, LA THREESLUTH TR RE L a7 5.

F - THEEORER Figs. 7, 81RY. LHEREEFT EEEHBP MR SN, LEE
BEIZR . THISEE & AE, MRS, ®REEHTIERV.

AT LR IIMEEELES L, MLEEE-ME-SHERO 1 ERE 2 s, ELAFEERL,
PER A T T AN REM Y 5. 57 T RS TERER L, Al LBAEFESICEE T 5.
BIMIEFE LN L TABEHICHET S, EHRELHEFLIVE S, REWV. FwE TR H
DWFEEEL, BRRTHTLESYT LS. AFLEMEILERICEITRET 5. £ EAEFTHRIICR
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Fig. 7. Dentition of Ophichthus spp. A, B: O. urolophus, BSKU 86309, 416.2 mm
TL; C, D: O. asakusae, BSKU 42521, 518.3mm TL; E, F: O. asakusae,
ZUMT 7485 (holotype of O. roseus), 594.0mm TL. A, C, E: upper jaw; B,
D, F: lower jaw. Scale bars = 5 mm.
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SARE 2 25 % 2T LA A, THEELERELIZIZARTHY, WTFRLOSHHERT, &

Ti > HHEIFISIT T/NEE S 5.

BEFBLIUEEE L Fig 9 IR T. BREEFEIOERRE, THEBLUHBEDL SHBKS
N5, MEFEEHEET, EHEES, MBEEETBLIUOTHREGC MR ING.

HFERTEE S, AIRISERL, S
KA. OFERRFIVTILOF L LEEET,
B3R A2 LRI B U A L, R
RIS L THEABRIR B L OB Hm I
&9 5. FEBEIEHEFOTHICAEL
THESAE L HEET 5. HHEEEEESTO
BRRDET, B=MEISEV. EFIZEEY
RS A LN, FITIIEREERAIIEES
BT A, EMICIE 1 oMLY S 5.
PSR EE B AR T, HEE L HEEORTS
WA L, THIERAZHO7ZRIK. £
AT EEF - TEELO@ 5 EIREEN D
. EMFEEFIHRETTORKORT, TH
FHOLEIMICAEL, Ao EEIEZEEIRIC
%Y, FHEE LML BRARIGEIC, &
HCHEBURT, BEEEIR. BEFE IR
=AET, LENSAEEEICEDbNR, R
TESER ORI Y A, THZEA L ERE
BFOTHIAEL, EMHEJER THISA> THR
CEMULZPSERY A.

A

A

Fig. 8. Lateral view of jaws of Ophichthus spp.
A: O. urolophus, BSKU 86453, 419.4 mm
TL; B: O. asakusae, BSKU 42521, 518.3
mm TL. Scale bars = 5mm.

Fig. 9. Suspensorium and opercular apparatus of Ophichthus spp. A: O. urolophus,
BSKU 86453, 419.4mm TL; B: O. asakusae, BSKU 42522, 580.4 mm
TL. A, C: outher surface, B, D: inner surface. Scale bars = 5mm.
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Fig. 10. Hyoid arch and branchiostegal rays of
Ophichthus spp. A: O. urolophus, BSKU
86309, 416.2mm TL; B: O. asakusae,
BSKU 42521, 518.3mm TL. Scale bars
= 10 mm.

Fig. 11. Lateral view of left pectoral girdle of
Ophichthus spp. A: O. urolophus, BSKU
86453, 419.4mm TL; B: O. asakusae,
BSKU 42522, 580.4mm TL. Scale bars
= 5mm.

FH5 % Fig 10108, HRRMEE, TEE, AHE, LEE BREEBIUHEE»LMH

R (N

M & 3R ORBTmICALE L, BK T %imd

P BETH L. RinI LW OLALELTT

HEE, BOCRER LM TS, TEHEIDET, B—0FEE,LHLY, WMEEFEROLE
WCRE L, BmidAEEIC, BRRREEICETS. ATFEHRRT, fimTTHFERLEAT
REFELETS. EFCHEHLEN L CLEFLERTA. 20K, ALTERR LT LER
8. PEFRIESOBEICME L, TSR, ICERT S, BIRICHKESRID 5.
BEFRESORG FEICAE L, arsbidign <, B L i< 2 4. BEEI3RINTH
B, BePICEMT A EAOLEBETHLORL ZBETIEHTEL Y &V, HRIEF
WMEOI ICFEFTHET S, 5B, BSKU 86308 ¥ BSKU 86309 i3 mijfll & 17, BSKU
8645313 A I AT19 T A M A 20, BSKU 8679345 FEIHEIZ17 L 18,

Bz Fig. 1LR$. B Liggig, By, BRE, OB, HHEB L NS,

LEFENS.

BHEEECEERT, BVRERICHRY ZEns. BREO/EMEIE, EHROMEE
BHOoNL. BOFDEHECEIIRT, BHETIHICMLEL, FECKRERIED ZEhTnb.
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Y IS SRR E ORI ERICAIE L, R0 M. $THE L, BSKU 86308, BSKU
86309, BSKU 867930411753 TAMIAT4, BSKU 86453134 & 3. LB IBEROBIHIC
MEL, MEBEVERRTERHICEBHML, LMK s. HER,O TS 5. BEE ITTEHR
A O LESEETHICMNEL, S5CHECERTRC,ICEMT 5. £ 0 Limid LE#ES D
PHILZE L, BB S I3EHT 5. MEREIHREEAPOHTES. WO LD/

LOWHRTEL, 22w L0 3FHICHHT 5. IWEIESEIE, BSKU 8630804 HIA515 T A AL
14, BSKU 8630913 [Al#£1215 & 16, BSKU 864531315 & 16, BSKU 8679313 Wifll & b 15.

EILEHE Fig. 12 1R 7. BEERKIGTEES, ErES, BEES TEE BEAEE
REEME, FEREMEATHEMR, REEHERUMEMR AR, REEMERTHEIRIMLE PR, basal element of ptery-
giophores (B) 3 X UF radial element of pterygiophores (R) 75 S 5.

HHERESIE B Onnim LSBT 5. BEEIEIE D 2% 08, EEIBIIM A2 5. REK Y
ESOITERES I LIENY. BIEELRII BOTICMNE L, TEESLFEKCEELIIEL 2A2ED,
IV e B, BECREEL O B EERE S ILEI Y. RAERES IR S IIBIE T E S
BT 5. REELIIE TRRE
MLCBh, ENN. DEoBiEits, R
it b L OB EES I ERT 5. B il
Z L REEHERTHEM IR O B L U iERE S
L REEMERIHEAR MR OMICMET 5. &b
\ZEDREEEITMCERY, Mg TR <
%Y, BT A, RIT@HEOLES
BLUEEBESLEOERKIRICAHE L THEEL,
hEV, RIZBEIBERIZIZZ .

TREIRHBEEIRICHEL, 24895
Lhh, EITREBLE2TREEIERALCL
RIZRY, EI3ITREUBOLOLESLT
1ARER D, TREDOWMICZENENHRES
Wb, ETREITREOIMICMEL,
E1-2TFTRELBALTIARELRS. E1
REEHEITREORMMICAE L, 51 BEE
WHERICHES S 5. S2RBEIE3I 4T
EEIEETS. EAREBEIEI+4TRE
DOBF LERCALE T 5. R EEHE T R
I REEHERTHER BRI L, FhEhofk
I T 5. BEEMERTHERME R RE R
BIEAR TIICAE L, BRI FNFhofEEk Fig. 12. Lateral view of caudal skeletons of

A . e Ophichthus spp. A: O. urolophus, BSKU
A 2 % B i

IR ETS 5. ‘%""E'*&HUT:E{$@ %""E'*EHJ'{%%W 86453, 419.4mm TL; B: O. asakusae,

ok & R AT AR B B & DRICALE L, BSKU 42522, 580.4 mm TL. Scale bars

MWH L WET 5720, BEFIIAHKETH . = Smm.
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Ophichthus asakusae Jordan et Snyder
(Figs. 3B, 4B-C, 5B, 6D-F, 7C-F, 8B, 9C-D, 10B, 11B, 12B; Tables 3-9)
F& AT Iy INE)

Ophichthus asakusae Jordan and Snyder 1901: 872 (original description, type locality-Tokyo Bay).
Ophichthus asakusae: Jordan ef al., 1913: 87, HY, 1920: 222; W H - #3J5, 1938: 94; 75, 1940:

7, ¥AJE, 1955: 350; EEF, 1984: 32; Chu, Wu and Xin, 1984: 210; 3= [, 1993: 183.
Ophichthus roseus: W, 1917; B, 1920: 222; FE, 1940: 7; FH - #3E, 1938: 94; #3)5, 1955:

350.

VS HERIIERED10-12%. BERIIFEEDS5-58%. BEERTEIIAED12-13%. &
BOMBILPLRBH I TOESREED 2-4%, SEEIBIIWEELROPLPH TICEE 5503
2D EHMEICETE 2. gk, BEEM22-26%. LI ESAFICHEOL, 1EF
A 5. BBILOFHICEVIEREGEND 5. BEOFEICHILED D, BETICAEN
ZLULREEND L. BEEFLIZ1+4, RTEIIZ4+2-3 CREEME2), pifiEg-THE
LT 7-9(8) +2-3. FEEIICLEEL-HE. BLEFIEDIL TROFHEFESHS. T
FEEEWIEFAAS 1T, BRI 25, BAHEFLIFNI R BN, FAICTTLY. @8 wIEas
DR R HAN L 25T, B 15 TEHREIZMEISPLPAHE L 25T, BT 1SR 5,
FNICTTL1F. MEEIESEXI213-16 (FIHME14.7). ERZEMARFLEE 8 -10(8.5), ALFIRIE
FFLEIE51-58(54.4), HBEIFRFLEIL121-137(127.9). HEREHEEIII11-12(11.4), HILMEH
HEB$01352-56 (53.9), HMEHER$1X126-132(129.5). B M.

SCE] . FHEME % Table 8 1IZRT.

RITHE <, ZIZMEE (Fig 3). REIBHEHICHITTLAEWICH 2 5. BEOERIL
WHEZSRRIRY, BIEXL v, BROERIE/NLCEDLN, SHICKESFIETHREEZ L bIREE
#HT S (Fig 4). HEELT, FRIIEV. B3NS, RREME. BFRCElDH 5.
W EER A <, BRIy, WOWMICHELEAND Y, Wik THEET S (Fig 5).
FHETHEIIRLEY., MRIJLEEEZEL-REZ M, WRTEOSLRLEFICMETS. #
BILEEEMACEOL, 1EF%H2 5. BOFETAHICAVWCAEL, BEAVPTRTH 5.
BBILOFIH B WFLIEIRSEE D 5. EICHET L AOEFHITE/NMIREES D 5. #1fL1
B EML2ZRIIRT, WEBEBOTMAFIMNET 5. WXV RANS L, HAETFT5.
OEOZAHE R M/NEN LD 5. FIXEL, BREIAC THOTRICHE? L EHET 5.
OISR DD 5.

PEERERE fLE % Table 31C/R¢. BREEIIT 1 +4. BTFELI1EEEZBRETTL+2.
A E-THEILIL7-98) +2-3=9-12. EAOEIFBELZAMEELHY, FOBEIELERA
DIESDEIRE .

ZAFRFLE R Table 4 \27RY . M EEREEFLEGE 8 -10 (B4R 8 ), AL PIRGTEIARFLEI351-58 (54),
AR FLERI2121-137 (126 £ 127) .

BHEE Bk Table 5 1RT. HEMEHEERII-12 REMLL), ILMEHEERI152-56 (54),
RS $13126-132 (129 £ 130).

Nig#E S % % Table 6 \Z/RT. MOEEEESEIX13-16 (FHHfE16).

&g DA IHER A B WIERER ONME % Table 7 |R9. WEEHEEASMEEOARIER X b #7145
F BMAEIE1S8, 122 LA AEMAEEIZ 1 (ZUMT 7485).
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Table 8. Counts and proportional measurements of 13 Ophichthus asakusae BSKU specimens from Tosa
Bay and 1 ZUMT specimen (holotype of O. roseus) from Tokyo Bay.

BSKU specimens ZUMT
Range Mean Mode specimen
TL(mm) 453.0-835.7 — — 609.9
Counts
Cephalic sensory pores
Supratemporal (right) 1+4 1.0+4.0 1+4 1+4
(left) 1+4 1.0+4.0 1+4 1+4
Infraorbital (right) 4+2-3 4.0+2.1 4+2 4-+2
(left) 4+2 4.0+2.1 4+2 4+2
Preoperculomandibular (right) 7-9+2-3 8.3+2.9 8+3 10+3
(left) 7-8+2-3 7.8+2.6 8+3 8+3
Lateral line pores (left)
Branchial region 8-10 8.5 8 9
Preanal 51-58 54.4 54 56
Total 121-137 127.9 126, 127 125
Vertebrae
Predorsal 11-12 11.4 11 12
Preanal 52-56 53.9 54 55
Total 126-132 129.5 129, 130 128
Pectoral fin rays (left) 13-16 14.7 16 15
Measurements
In % TL
HL 11-12 11 11
Predorsal length 12-13 12 13
HL +pectoral 13-14 14 13
Preanal length 42-45 44 46
Tail length 55-58 56 54
Depth at anus 3-5 4 4
Tail depth at posterior 1/3 of tail 3-4 4 4
Tail width at posterior 1/3 of tail 2-4 3 3
Distance between last lateral
line pore and tail tip 2-4 2 3
In % HL
Snout length 13-21 18 17
Eye diameter 7-12 9 9
Interorbital width 14-18 16 18
Upper jaw length 36-43 41 41
Lower jaw length 32-40 37 38
Pectoral fin length 22-26 24 24
Isthmus width 18-28 21 26
Gill opening length 10-17 13 13
Depth at posterior 1/3 of tail/ depth at anus (%) 79-100 87 93

Width at posterior 1/3 of tail/ depth at anus (%) 63-78 72 73




66 A - BH

HLFER D & St 5 BEEHROB T P S1/30MBIZBITLREOE S & F D% Table 8
R ILPYER DB S B BE SR OB T 2 B 1/30AME BT 5 BE O L 1379-100 % (F
YESS %), BEBDOIRIZ63-78% (72%).

T2 = VIKREARAOAE IR T, BITRE, BILIOMITERE R UikBt, EHE
BEILB & ORI, o &iED k.

HMEEEEF Fig. 6 IR 7. SBOWMBREZRLERER, AV INYELAKTH L.

HER LB L F8EONLY D L. HAEGL LEFRBIF~EEL W

k- THELBWOIRES Figs. 7, 8I1RY. FEOWMBUEZLREIIA VY IANCLAETH .

AMLFEBFICBLE3ERD0 7TROESD Y, MARICEST A, ELEFHITET, AT
15, &Hc25), BAFLIATHAH, TRCTRTCLH. ELEBHEDEE L ORS I
A, $EEIERT L ABANZR 25T, %713 15). FHEILEE, MwmoR»eR
AHEZ 25T, BEFF1IFITHLH, TRITTRT1F). ZUMT 74850 & - Fo gL, 1
FHYIAVY EITITREE.

FEEBESITIFERR. FFCREFCETCEIRERE L, METEBICESR T4, THEID
FEHEBIDEL, KEW,

WREFB L UEEE? Fig. 91377, SEOBRERLBEEEIA VY IANCLFEKETHS.

EHEO LEBROMBEITINEOL DL YV EET L. THEFIZZIZFMEEFOTRICH.

WE % Fig. 100087, SBEOBRERLEBERIAV Y IAYLEKTHS.

54513 BSKU 42521755 & %21, BSKU 4252213 454 %21 C A= £519.

B Z Fig. 117, SFOMKEZRLEBRAV Y IAYERMKTH .

FESE IR T BT A, BREEEOEOMMBIIEEL, BELTRET S, HIEHII,
BSKU 4252175l & % 4. BSKU 4252213 FH| & 5.

EIERKE Fig 121087, SFOBERERIIA VT IANCLEHKTHS.

E1RMER, FTER RHEHEBIVEREHITHEEIESLTCI20EECIR L. B
A LAERIIARORENTE L, IR,

B i

A % 2 N ¥ Ophichthus urolophus (Temminck et Schlegel) * 4 F % 7 I AN ¥ 0. asakusae
Jordan et Snyder (X Jordan and Snyder (1901) Llsk, Z@HEBM e SN TE 72 (HY, 1927 ;
B, 1984). H (1927) [ IWfE%E AL 5 AWM LR L7225, BUEC OWMBILAHETH S
2, B AGENR TS (REF, 1984 5 WHER, 1993). LALESH, WTFILUIBWTHH
MERBIBESIRR ENTWz L idn v,

FFEETIIAVY D IANEEAL T I INEDOITE L N EL L L 72, Table 912 2
DI E %R T, Table 9 255072 & 5 KMARITHEICER Y, BICWOEHE & BETO
EEOKRETESICHINTE S, 7, £ LHEE, A, TREOEE BOBLERBEOR
B O CICEHBTHICB O TOHABICR S,

FHFETIE, 2O BENEZ 6 CICHESEOBENERIER L2, BILTAY Y IAY
DFPEREOWEHIEL, A F AT INCOHIPERP o7z, T, AV 7 IAEOREMBED
AFHTINCELNEDP /72D bEZLNE. BIE, AVIIANYELSFHITIALIEYE
BRI OMFIME L L URHEH ORI CTHERMEN T2 (FREF, 1984 ; WA, 1993). LA
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Table 9. Comparison between Ophichthus urolophus and O. asakusae.

0. wrolophus 0. asakusae

Top of snout with a narrow, shallow hollow with a wide, long and deep hol-

not extending to snout tip low extending to snout tip
Cheek below posterior half of eye  with a weak groove or smooth with a deep groove
Skin near tip of tail smooth with many short bristles wrinkled with many pits
Predorsal vertebrae 14-18 11-12
Total vertebrae 134-139 126-132
Maxillary curved downward posterirorly nearly straight
Dorsal margin of angular protruded upward nearly straight
Coracoid and scapula widely separated narrowly separated
Hypurals 2, compressed laterally 1, rather round in cross section

L, AV INEORMERGIGTHEREROMNBIEI-ETIELR L, BREROH L I LS
BRI SN TwE (R, 1955). 7, BHOKIICOWTOBENRKEIINE T o
7o, AETIEING 2FEOBANELRE AR L. 4T 79 IANCOEERMBOME IS B
MEELTBY, WTFNSWEORRHOLFXVEICHETE L. —hH, AVTINETIHAE

B L, FEREPWEORBLL D BT IHEE 2EENE 270 L LESES, WED
KMED F RS L IEEiF B E A2 AL LSRR I N, BEHOKITH LTS 25 L b IC
FEAER S 7z, LIPS 2 BEE RO %2 H1/3OMEBEICBIT BT OE S,
2REHICENASNE SO0, BIBE LA LTI EOHBLRETERZ V. 207D, Th
5OFEIZFEDT WA OBOBRINIAER Tk i v,

ZUMT 7485 (/NF 7 I AY 0. roseus DSEERAEAR) 34 T 77 IANYOFRRE £ 8T
LI Eds, WER (1993) & 0. roseus & O. asakusae D ) A ETHRMBHERLU. L,
WEDBAANZEUS L HESIIRS o, KR THEBEDA FH Y IAYEEHEE
FE D ZUMT 7485% MMt iat L7455, ZUMT 748507\ T Re, ALENEhifE, Wk omcyl, EE
BELE, WRALE, BHEERETNTLEEEDOA T AT IANEOHBEICEENL A, &F
NG THREFDEITTCENLTH 72, THEBEDA FH T I ANE CIEETRERI D IEE D 5 m
L&Y R HIcAE L, ZUMT 7485 T3 #OIFE IS BT 2 2 EAMET 545, W
BT HFHELOMEOEIMOT/IEL, BHNERLEZ NS, DEOZ LhD, KifsE
13 O. roseus 7% O. asakusae DEFEY ) A THLHETHHEER (1993) ORBEHS/-DTH
iR zo72.

' McCosker (FAf8) 12 & nif, ZIHEORERNEREOACE I THE SN A= F I IAY
O. tsuchidae Jordan et Snyder (XL F D4 22 5 IR EEFL1+ 3, IRTFEIL3+ 2, FiiEE
F-THEEILT7+ 3, ILMarlsiiLinss, ILFmRIEHEE 556, REHEFERIZ7. o ok
BEFRMAEDAV Y IANEERKT 2 &, MRS A Y T IAETIFSLI-57120 L, =
PEF Y IANUETESSTH S, MITLETEHET S, Jordan and Snyder (1901) 1 L 1UiE, =3
FYIAUDLEEFEIIEEL 25, THEIZLIFTHY, SEEISIINEES BT 5.
LA L, McCosker (#u48) 2L, =V F T IAYOLEBFHEIZITIZ1IHT, PERETIT2
FITHBHB., AVTIANEEZTF T IANCEOIMATHRBRILEOETBO T/HhEnwZ ks, 2V
T INUEDOFBETOMEMME, BLUBEEOEMIASNLIENERZEETSL L, O.
tsuchidae 7% O. urolophus O3 /7 = 1T AU FEEAE .
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AFHTINEEZFED S D F T IAEW, ILPTERRILEA A F 4 7 3 A TIE51-58 (=
T E Y IANYIEGS), NLFATEMHEE $2552-56 (56), LSABEMRIIEIAAS 15, &P 25), #HIF
PIFNI B2 & TEBTA. LhL, 41F773IANELEZF Y IANERUTORTRET
2pLEAOND () AFAYINCOREEILIZ 1 +4, IRFELE 4+ 2, HEHEE-T
WEILIE7-9+2-3 GEW8+3) THHI LML, =V &7 INCOREELIRLT3S,
IRTFEFLIZ3+2, THEEE-THELZ7+3; 2) BEHBEA126-1321cxF L1375 (3) 1
BB BDS13-16123F L1, L7225 TAR, O. tsuchidae O SEREFIEARDOW DI & RduEh D
R OREOBRPLETH L.

#HOOE

INTG T INEOEBRELRSLBE LTV P BERKFER A e RSO A— B g,
oMV F T IAYOEBAERIZOVTOHREZEME L TV A0y 7+ =7 F
27 H 53— O John E. McCosker 81412 /&S H L Eif 5.
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