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The Process of Popularization and Increasing Notability of the Okinawan Song
Asadoya Yunta: Analysis of Records Released from 1934 to 1989

EEER (BaKkFHEFRE - TREPIEE)
Miki TAKAHASHI

Laboratory of Musicology, Faculty of Education, Kochi University, Kochi, Japan

ABSTRACT

This study aims to clarify the process of popularization of the Okinawan song Asadoya
Yunta by Katsu Hoshi through an analysis of records of its versions that also became
popular throughout Japan. The focus is on the original record in 1934, which is used as
reference in the comparative analysis of records put on the market after 1934. The
analysis includes comparing the forms of words and singing used by different artists. A
total of 123 records, which were released from 1934 to 1989, are examined in this work.
The lyrical composition of this song consists of stanzas corresponding to “A-r—B-R1-R2.”
The analysis found that, first, the diversification of the form of words progressed further
with each cover music put on the market. Second, when sung as a duet by a man and a
woman, the typical singing form of Asadoya Yunta for the stanzas follows the order of
woman-man—-woman—-man and woman—man and woman. Various versions with different
expression styles of Asadoya Yunta have been released in the last 80 years, such as covers,
parody pieces, introductions to popular songs, and quotations of Hayashi’s words. Asadoya
Yunta is nationally recognized as “the standard Okinawan song” based on its continued
recording and sales.
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