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A Discography of Tomoe Records:
Activities and History of the Pre-war Label Specializing in Okinawan Music (Part 2)

SR (RAKFBE T - FA i)
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Laboratory of Musicology; Faculty of Education, Kochi University; Kochi, Japan

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this paper is to create a discography for Tomoe Records, and to clarify the names of recorded
songs, their singers and performers, genre, record numbers, and year of sale. The conclusions of this paper are
as follows. 1) Tomoe Records was a label specializing in Okinawan music, produced as standard play (78rpm
SP) records by two enterprises in Naha city, Okinawa: Jiseido and Yoshiya Musical Instruments Store. 2)
Tomoe Records consigned the pressing (manufacture) of its records to Nippon Columbia and Augon Records in
Tokyo, Teikoku Gramophone ("Teitiku") in Nara, and Hanshin Kokusai Kogyo in Osaka. In 1934, singers and
performers traveled from distant Okinawa to Tokyo and recorded at the studios of Augon Record. 3) The 202
78rpm SP records sold between 1934 and 1936 contained 313 pieces of music in 58 works (a total of 404 tracks).
The genre recorded most was Okinawan classical music, followed in order by Okinawan opera, Okinawan folk
music, and Yaeyama folk music. A characteristic of Tomoe Records was the recording of Chikuzen-biwa and
children's songs. 4) The chief singers and performers recorded were as follows: ISAGAWA Seizui,
NAKADOMARI Kenpo, TAKARA Chosei, TAKARA Kanako, TAMAGUSUKU Seigi, and ITOKAZU Kameko.
Further, the Tomoe Opera Troupe was formed for the recording of Okinawan opera, which required a multi-

person cast.
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