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Inclusive Education at the Patille Special High School for the Intellectuely Disabilities in Sweden.
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to clarify the practice of Inclusive education at the Patille
special high school for the intellectuely disabilities, in Sweden by conducting a field survey.
Results were as follows. First, regarding the position of special high schools in inclusive
education, the children have opportunities to communicate with each other on a daily basis, as
the schools are located on the same building as an 'integrated settings' and share classrooms
and other facilities. Teaching staffs are discussing whether it is possible to make it as
integrated as possible, and have been enhancing the integration from the perspective of
organisational change and how to set up common activities. In addition, the special high school
visited was a 'comprehensive cultural institution', which suggests that inclusion with social life
is also being promoted. Second, with regard to the choice of special high schools, the
respondents stated that it is not possible to force the children to attend these schools, as they
can only attend if their parents wish to do so after they have been 'judged' to have the right to
enrol in the special school. Third, regarding who is mainly responsible for teaching children
with intellectual disabilities in regular schools, the answer was special teachers with special
teaching licences. Fourth, with regard to career guidance for children with severe intellectual
disabilities, it was noted that after completing individual programmes, they often lead to
protected employment. It was also pointed out that it is the 'right' of children with intellectual
disabilities to be able to move to either education or employment after school. As described
above, the 'integration of places' including not only education but also social life, indicated that
inclusive education for children with intellectual disabilities in the process of organisational

transformation and concretisation of common activities for a more integrated education.
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