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Simulation of community childcare support activities carried out by students

on the childcare teacher training course together with students from other grades
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ABSTRACT
The Early Childhood Education course in the Faculty of Education at Kochi University was
unable to conduct parenting support activities with children and their parents from FY2020 to
FY2021 due to the outbreak of a new type of coronavirus infection (COVID-19). In the first
semester of FY2022, first- and second-year students worked together to simulate realistic
situations and improve their ability to respond to children by participating in activities and
sending comments to each other by becoming each other's children. In this study, the effects of
having students from other grades participate in the simulated activities as children were
examined based on the students' survey responses and other data. As a result, fewer students
felt that they learned more from the first and second graders who participated in the second
mock activity than from the first mock activity in which each grade participated; it is possible
that the first graders who participated as children in the first activity participated with the
perception that they were participating to understand the flow and atmosphere of the activity.
In addition, second-year students who had not reached the level of learning to think about
childcare from the child's perspective may not have found the second and subsequent sessions
meaningful. As with the simulated activities conducted by students who do not have sufficient
knowledge or experience in childcare, it is necessary to devise ways to set goals in advance and

present perspectives for reflection.
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