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Fig. 1 Observation points of fog and/or visi-
bility. MS : meteorological station by
Japan Meteorological Agency. AMS :
aviational meteorological station by
Japan Self-Defense Force or Japan
Meteorological Agency. JH : observa-
tion point by Japan Highway Public
Corporation.
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Fig. 2 The homepage for this fog event on the
WWW server of Kochi University.
GMS-5 VIS and IR images are shown.
In the last of the page (b), it is written
that ‘Please report time and visibility
for this fog events. ’
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Fig. 3 Surface synoptic maps at 09LST on (a) 29, (b) 30, and (c) 31 October 1996 (presented by Japan
Meteorological Agency).

2000
1000

500

200

visibility(m)

100

70

fog distribution

12L.ST 29 Oct - 12LST 30 Oct
87 Lo - 4
b e

12LST 30 Oct - 12LST 31 Oct
87y ; i

.........

139

Fig. 5 Distribution of the points where the fog
was observed. fog : the fog was obser-

ved in each 24 hours. no fog : the fog
was not observed. fog rep. . reported
from general Internet users. Regions of
an albedo greater than 0. 02 by GMS-5
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Fig. 4 Observed visibilities at five points for
48 hours from 12LST 29 October to 12
LST 31 October 1996.
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VIS channel at 0640 LST 30 October
1996 is shown with shading. These are
corresponding to low level clouds. On
the morning of 31 October, upper level
cloud prevented to detect of low level
clouds by satellite image.
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Fig. 6 Time distribution of the fog
reports from general Internet
users in each one hour.
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Fig. 7 Numbers of requests for the data trans-
mission of the fog homepage and the
sent fog reports per day.
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Fig. 8 Numbers of requests for the data trans-
mission and sent mails per hour from 11
November 1996 to 8 March 1997.
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Fig. 9 Numbers of requests for the data trans-
mission, the sent fog reports from 11
November 1996 to 8 March 1997 and
domains in Kanto district, Japan, per
each jp (Japan) domains. ac.jp : aca-
demic institutions, co.jp - corporations,
go.jp . government organization, or.jp
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where else, include network providers).
Numbers of jp domains were provided
by the Japan Network Information
Center (JPNIC).
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Abstract

From general users of Internet, meteorological reports on fog events in Kanto district, Japan on 29-31

October 1996 were acquired. These events had several features that were suitable for acquisition of

meteorological reports from the general public : 1) they were relatively uncommon, 2) their durations were

quite long, 3) they were easily observed, and 4) the population density of the area was large and they

occurred during the time of high human activity. Although no preparation was made in advance, we were

able to obtain detailed reports of relatively good quality, which supplied additional data to the existing

observational network. As Internet becomes more popularized among the general public, new types of

meteorological information networks may evolve.
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