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Utilization of urea by the 6 species of red tide phytoplankton
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Abstract Utilization of urea by 6 species of red tide phytoplankton was examined to evaluate
the contribution of urea to outbreaks of red tides in coastal environments. Skeletonema costatum,
Karenia mikimotoi, Prorocentrum minimum and Heterosigma akashiwo could grow on urea effec-
tively as the sole nitrogen source at various urea concentrations, but Chattonella antigua and
Fibrocapsa japonica were unable to grow. The uptake rate of urea for K. mikimotoi and H.
akashiwo depended on the urea concentration, and these relationships were expressed by the
Michaelis-Menten equation. Uptake kinetic, parameters Vi and Ks were 2.89 pmol-N cell ! h™!
and 16.5uM-N for K. mikimotoi and 1.03 pmol-N cell™' h™' and 10.1 uM-N for H. akashiwo,
respectively. Uptake rates of urea for both species were usually higher than those for nitrate at
the various concentrations that were assumed to approach in situ concentrations. Present results
indicate that several species of red tide phytoplankton can rapidly uptake urea and use it for
growth even if urea concentration is at in situ levels (less than 10 uM-N). Therefore, the urea
availability and the uptake rate of red tide phytoplankton are important characteristics to give an
ecological advantages in competition for nitrogen sources among phytoplankton species. We
suggest that urea contributes not only to growth of the marine phytoplankton community but to
the processes by which a phytoplankton species selectively grows and affects outbreaks of red
tides in coastal environments.
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nTWwad Wdngs 1998, [LARIE > 2002, Glibert et
al.2004). CoH B, YT S v b VICRIHENS %
BRERILAMORSE, KRG O ic—Ho7 3 FL&
Yo 73/ B EOPT S LEERE B REE, H
W7o vy b vEICRSECHES NPT OEKREER
D—DTHBEEZLZLNT\V S (Antia et al. 1977,
1991). IRERVEE /KT 3 RFEHY DIN &RIRES 5 W
BENIEOBETHEELTWVWAZ L (Kaufman et al.
1983, HEE 2006), I SIREMNEEY TS
7 RO B EIN TV A ENHREINTE
b (Remsen et al, 1974, Mitamura & Saijo 1975, Cho
etal. 1996), MEHBEENICE Y 2R ORARB TS
W, REVIRHEREOERIRE U TEELRE 2R
ELTWAIREEAE O EEZ OB,

EE, W ohOREERT Y v b g, REEHE
B RIATIRETH 2 T LA SN TVE, BRI, 7
I HE#E Prorocen-
trum minimum 1% 5 CICIERE Skeletonema costatum ¥
& OF Thalassiosira pseudonana i3, FRFEED A % EFHIR
ELIBEETH T, HREEREL LBEELERE
FEofBaNEgE THIE T % % (Antia et al. 1977,
Watanabe et al. 1982, Lourenco et al. 2002), L L7
Mo, INEFTOWRATE, EROBBTRIR SR
BEOEREZRE (100pM-N 2D <, FREIEREDS
ShBREPNICHEIEST 2 B L SV BEXLhTE
(Carpenter et al. 1972, Antia et al. 1977, 1991, [h1HZ
7> 1983, Lourenco et al. 2002). RIBNREEKPORE
FRBEE, BRTEEERVT, —BIc MuM-N LT
D MBS IBR CHERE LT\ 358 (Remsen et al. 1974,
Mitamura & Saijo 1975, Kaufman et al. 1983, Cho et
al. 1996, Tada et-al. 1998), &0 X 5 wBIBIRFBAE I
BOTHRMRRENRZLERE L L CEOREHEE
ABETH 20DV TRTABITE ATV,

FREIRERBEORHR A, BREKHORECZIE Y AS
FLTHET A &0 Z>0OBRIckhERENS, L
o T, BREREMT S v N Y BIEL TV BEIS
HHRIC B W, FPEEOEET 2RISR 2 BT 5 L
T, BIRL 74 OFHFEREORELERRE L
BOBIEEED A5 L, TNENOBOR Y IAL DOE]
PAEETHND EBBOTEETH S, Ll, &
NFE TRBROWMVIAHEIFIC> VTR, RS X
UHEO OBz >RSI TV R RRTELTW
(Antia et al. 1991, Horrigan & McCarthy 1981).
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M) &8 T3 Skeletonema costatum (Greville)
Cleve NIES-323 ¥k# & ¢ NIES-324 #, RHiE# Kar-
enia mikimotoi Miyake et Kominami ex Oda) G. Han-
sen et Moestrup ax-2 ¥k, Prorocentrum minimum
(Pavillard) Schiller NIES-237 #k, 5 7 4 F# Chat-
tonella antigua (Hada) Ono NIES-1 ¥k, Fibrocapsa ja-
ponica Toriumi et Takano NIES-605 ¥k & U Hetero-
sigma akashiwo (Hada) Hada NIES-6 ¥, &} 6% 7 ¥k
O 7 0 — VERAAL L 22, K. mikimotoi 121 LITIEA R
GEFWHERKIKEIR 05, ZOoffiod ~TofkidE
UERIEHFE R DEESE L7,

S. costatum, K. mikimotoi, P. minimum % XU H.
akashiwo OEEITE, RREKE 1% &F 5 ALiE
JKIZH (Ishimaru et al. 1989) &, Chationella antiqua
¥ & U Fibrocapsa japonica DIEE I I RAREK N — =
@ SWM-3 Bl (Imai et al. 1996) % BEiskEii & L CH
Wiz, Weh oz s, T v o b v OBiEE R
5L (NaxSeOs) £ RAEBE 156~17nM 1278
% & S 1ICHRINL 7z (Ishimaru et al. 1989). £ 72, ¥~
Sy s VvOREFBCMHEEELZONS =y T
(NiClz * 6H20) 254 EBE 100 nM I 5 X S IiRmL
7z (Oliveira & Antia 1986). B:E(I/KIE 20°C, SLigrE
120umol m™?s L L:D=14h:10h ORAKEY 1 7 LT
-7, Mlasiamesic X AEBEH XY, nvive 7
o077 4 ba BEEE Turner Designs 10-AU Fluo-
rometer (Sunnyvale CA, USA) iz & h ko,
HiEpeaREE REicE, TryE=T7, HBBLURES
FnFnM—oERFEE LT, EaEE I LY EREE
0,1, 3,5, 10, 30,50, 100, 250, 500, 1,000 £ X T 10,000
UM-N &2 X5 Wil L i EzH v om0
W, SABRELERAESEMT 10~15 HEEEL 7.
INnoZ, BBl SEERLAYEEELS 2 WIZE
BASGEMICERE L CHER L, ok, Btk s
FZOERABER/NRIT L, hoRBRESEEREL Kb
WkoT, WIEMEEE & LT, S, costatum Tl
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10,000 cells ml~ !, K. mikimotoi, P. minimum, C. anti-
qua, F. japonica ¥ £ U H. akashiwo Tl 2,000~3,000
cells mI"N IR E L, BRI oo 4 o B2l
FEL, BohrBmANEICLVESR 7ryE=T7BL0
RFAEZNTNERPE S LSS OMIBRE L ME L 2.

REOIMYALENE pikoRRicsvwe, £hth
S5 5 BTHBE A R U 22 K. mikimotoi B X U H. aka-
shiwo ZHEBEICH V., ThoDBETS v by
b MWE-DBHTPEELTT VEST, WRBLORES
EH LT NEhoE (RKIEE 20uM-N) zhzh
WEEL, EFHroEMdosREN NE (7FrEs
7 <0.1 uM-N, filifg <0.1 uM-N, JRFE<0.1 4M-N) 7 3
FTRIEE L o BIEA SO AR EK 100 ml % 300
mIBAZH 75 RATRSEL, —DOERFICO VTR
H20FFE L COIBLI0ARBEDICEBL K
(GF/F 7 4 % —: Whatman). & &4 U0 EBEE
LcHig s CEREE, ORKICRKRER 2.5, 5,
10, 20 BL U 30uM-N £ 2 X9 IcE 2N 2 KL T
THRML 7. ThoERPOERBELBRERT 2 HET
HEL, BoncERBELTIERREE (S) & L

ooz s 2o 10K SRRICERFE 2 RLC TR

;

NS v

7 b v 6 RO RIS 3

L7, 20°C, BAGHE, G54 120 umol m %81 i
BOT 30 0MEE L, 20k, EOhIKEERO—
HAamEm L, REhoSERBE (S) ZAEL L. EH0D
WO AHEE (V) 13, BERDOMIEE V) 45 0
HEE N EREE L bk TR,

V=(5—-S)/N

5T, REME7 LT Y X8%k B0 T ASRE
(V) & W12 3R B (S) D i % LLF @ Michaelis-Men-
ten U2 & TIFY, RO IALERE (Vi) B L UFAT
FIER (Ks) AR 7z,

V=VmaxS/(Ks+S)

FREME L, Newelletal (1967) DY 7 ¥ F IV E /7
F UL EERRE LK « BER (1972) 0 FFEICE
UTHlELR., £/, TYETBLIUOMBEELL —
FTF 94 Y — TRAACS-800 (BRAN + LUEBBE) %
AWTHIEL 7.
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Fig. 1.
urea. Bars represent the standard deviation.

Growth yields of the red tide phytoplankters obtained at each concenirations of ammonium, nitrate and
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OWIEREAE Fig. 1 IoRd. WBASERE LLES, - M - NH, vy NO, —@— Urea
THOMELHREE ICERE L CHBNERERL, 250

UMN DLECHRfafI Lz, 7 v e =7 28EEE Lk 25 1 " )
B, LPROMb 100 MN B E TS AR | Karenia mikimotol

A LA b 00, £ nBLEOBE TR A ET L 20 ] " =
fo. REEMICRIE LR, S costatum, K. miki- ] ©
motoi, P. minimum ¥ X O H. akashiwo ® 4 TETH - 15 ] PR ® -
fo. Tho 4 ORI, FRZFBEE 100 uM-N LIF T 1 [
ZOBEEIKEL THAL, 30 uM-NPITF @ BRI ] £
BETH-TS, TYE=TBLUBRAESHESE L Lo e
Ba L REEEONRE TN Th -, 03B ]
S. costatum B LU H. akashiwo OIXEIZ WL 5 RFE
BECBVWTHHEBRTEONINEE ZERBEETH -
te 3, K. mikimotoi B & O P. minimum OB, RE
BEEN Z N2 N 250 uMN B & 0 500 uM-N DL E TR
BXobEb-7, Ok, HHEARELSRZBED
LR3I L - TEEZ I E Nz, —F, C anti-
qua BEX TG F. japonica |3, BEBEFZRIELIERLESE
e L TiETEd -k,

REOWMYAHEHSE K mikimotoi B XU H aka-
shiwo ©7 vE =T, WELLPREDRY AHEE
3, WIFhOEZRFRIcBVWTHZOREER I KEL, 1.0
2N o ORIV TN S RERK ) 2073 L ET
Michaelis-Menten HUcE < #E L7z (Fig. 2). AX &
DEHSNASHEEROBRAND ABEE (Vi) B & 0.5
UREIRIER (Ks) (3, Table 1 ISZRE ATV 3, K. mik-

imotol D Viyax EIRFBEERFL LEBESRLEL, ] m """ A

289 pmol-Ncell'h ' THY, 7 v E=7 Db D (231 0.0 =T
pmol-N cell ™! h 1) EAERR SN p - fo. IBBETE 0 10 20 30
0.62 pmol-N cell "L h ! Tb i 2 FHOEHEIC Iy Nitrogen concentration ( . M-N)
o>t BEERFORDAHIINT S Ks i3, Fig. 2. Uptake kinetics for ammonium, nitrate and
MR 150N, 7 e TN A bui U o R ikt (T e
FRFET 166 uM-N & B S 5h ) (Table 1), BIBRFHE observed values using a non-linear least square
TREHP (T M-N LT ) B 3 REORROBY method.
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Table 1. Parameters of uptake kinetics for ammonium, nitrate and urea of Karenia mikimotoi, Heterosigma akashiwo,
and other phytoplankton species. Maximum uptake rate (V. and half-saturation constant (Ks) were obtained from
Michaelis—Menten equation.

Vinex (pmol-N cell ' h™1) Ks (uM-N)
Phytoplankton species References
NH4 NOg Urea NH4 NOg Urea
Karenia mikimotoi 2.31 0.62 2.89 817 1.56 16.5 This study
Heterosigma akashiwo 2.24 0.46 1.03 19.3 134 10.1 This study
Prorocentrum minimum 1.23 0.12 0.16 2.48 5.18 1.82 Fan et al. (2003b)

Alexandrium catenella 0.66 0.021-0.32 0.40 2.00 0.6-28.1 28.4 Collos et al.(2004)
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(Fig. 2). —7, H. akashiwo ® Vi &, 7 v E =7 hsE
FERELEBEFELEL 224 pmol-N cell ' h'!' ©
ot IREB L CHEEED Vi &, T414 1,03 pmol-
Necell "h ' B8LU 046 pmol-Ncell ' h™! T&H - 2.
IN6DKsid, 7VYE=TTI193uM-N, JEET 101
UM-N 5 5 I iR T 134 pMN EEBE S 5 h i
(Table 1). WFIOBEERICIB VTS, KREDERN
DABHER T v E=TTEL, ROWTIRE, HEONE
D - 12 (Fig. 2),

E S

T2 FEIC B U A RBBEIC VT, LEBE X
Uz o FBHEETIE 0~5.01 kM NREETH D (LAE
19940, SN, NBH KR TR & &I 20 uM-N
PlEw? 25, 4 0~816 uM-N TH 5 I & HIF S H
LR -TW0B (REED 2006). fhoipEdmkbics»
T, MHTEBOVERED ST uM-N O#HFcHER 4
BEWEINTVWS T ED S (Remsen et al. 1974, Mi-
tamura & Saijo 1975, Kaufman et al. 1983, Cho et al.
1996, Tada et al. 1998), F#E/KIORFZEE ZH R
O~THuMNEEEEZ LN S, ARBERMRT &
218, COXSUBBRARETH > Th, RELER
BELTHWETX 3RS v i3 DIN & [EREE
OMNEINEICE TET DI EMBABETH S, Licdi-
T, WENZ L EETNL2EREEOET L 7apEKRPT
i3, Table 2 KRTIREZEZRFE LR HARESTE
i, FIATERVELD bEBLTEMELS 260 L
mah, EEEINCERTE S LELONS.,

AR TH 12 ITE SN K mikimotoi 8 X O H. aka-
shiwo ORFEDOBERILD A BIEE (Vi) %, B O MR
B 5 vy b 1P ominimum (Fan et al. 2003b) 8 &
O Alexandrium catenella (Collos et al. 2004) @ Vinax
EFETHRZ E, OWTFNLRBED Viay FIHED Vi &
DHREWV (Table 1), TokH i, REMMEICEY 5
CNSDOFRET T V7 b v OREE D AAEE FH I
mwEHE L. Lal, BEREERcBYT, RER
OHLD AA S DIN LEBETH 2 hEPEHSPICT
B1C1d, Vi KDABES W TERATSTH D, B
BBEHMEICB AN IALEERCODVWTHEET S C
EWHEEELEZL ONSE, Fig 2 iR Lok, K miki-
motol B & ' H. akashiwo 2O 7 v =7, HBE L
VIRFRDOZILD 1A HHE % FIGBE o#H O+« M-N
PTiBoTHRLTAZE, o2/l 7vE=T
KidH 5600, MHlkL D GRFERCID AL C L0

BRI TH 5. i, TTIEHEDODH B P minimum
B LA, catenella 2> W T & EIBEICIKE A ERE L 0 &
CHLD AL, ThoD T &End, BimKbicEOT,
75 v by ORI EREE LT DIN &Rk
IR AR P ITHLD AR, BEHTTRE S RO AT 2 &
EZOoNS,

T NEHKOBEEMAZE U /PR ERBE
287TuUM-N TH D, & HICKREEEZOBREDFOHEN
KECEBL VAL LA S &L -T 03 FEREE
» 2006). CTOXD BEREREBR TR, SENiER
B ORECBE S EE OB RS (S LT
WABAREMESEZ BB,

FHBTHWERE T v 2 F v DA B, F japonica
AR BEORFLZERFE LLBEOMEEI >
T, INETORBRTHREEINLEAEBREICERTR
L300, WHEEERAETA2H2VIEELEVELS
BTINFEFTOHE LWL —HT 250 TH 5 (Table
2. UL, [T (1994) 11 S. costatum MR
ERFE LBE, ARG LEw I L ARELTE
D, AHBICBOTHWE S, costatum 2RIz L DES
NHRBREEFAT LY., ok, FEfEL>EHO
TS v b v ThBIT b b bR E VA
HBons Z&id, A catenella ¥ & U Emiliania huxleyi
KOV THIREINTWVWS (Table 2). RELHICEVT
RENHEO B MBI RET % 2 3 HE TR VDY, B
Micksid 29 L7 — YEEREOZRICER L TV 2 A5
HbEZoNnd, 5%, RUHEIBY 2EHOEREKD
LT - BIEEERET A bEBETH L EER B,

PEo &b, FEl7s v b vOlhici3REE
ERFE L TCHEDREETE A TX T VWENE
AL, HEHERREIRR W, MKt & N 2 R EE e
KD AL, EMEEREIZ DO HWIEE T
B Ewbirota kT, BREENETLDER
BB 2 EERBEOBREER I B VT, REMHA
feAE T ARMERRE R, ARErcER s SRR R
HEFKETELLDEELONS,

i 33

KA L DT EDBIChich, Z2LOBEECHE
o &% U @R BB R R
B, BERAHEEIRICES W LT

Bl A X

Antia, N. J,, B. R. Berland, D. J. Bonin & S. Y. Maestrini 1977.
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Urea utilizing abilities of various phytoplankton.

Ranges of the tested
urea conc. (uM-N)

Reference

Urea utilizable class

Bacillariophyceae
Achnantes brevipes
Chaetoceros curvisetus
Chaetoceros gracilis
Chaetoceros simplex
Coscinodiscus wailesii
Phaeodactylum tricornutum
FEucampia zoodiacus
Skeletonema costatum

Thalassiosira pseudonana
Thalassiosira weissflogii
Thalassiosira nordenskioldii
Cryptophyceae
Hillea sp.
Rhodomonas lens
Chlorophyceae
Chlorella minutissima
Dunaliella tertiolecta
Tetraselmis gracilis
Chrysophyceae
Aureococcus anophagefferens
Dinophyceae
Amphidinium carterae
Karenia mikimotoi
Prorocentrum micans
Provocentrum minimum
Alexandrium catenella
Alexandrium fundyense
Haptophyceae
Emiliania huxleyi
Prymnesiophyceae
Hymenomonas elongata
Isochrysis galbana
Paviova lutheri
Prymnesium parvum
Raphidophyceae
Heterosigma akashiwo
Olisthodiscus luteus

Urea non-utilizable class
Bacillariophyceae

Chaetoceros didymum var. protuberans

Cyclotella cryptica
Ditylum brightwellii
Skeletonema costatum
Thalassiosira sp.
FEucampia zodiacce
Chlorophyceae
Chlamydomonas palla
Dinophyceae
Alexandrium catenella
Heterocapsa circularisquama
Haptophyceae
Emiliania huxleyi
Raphidophyceae
Chattonella antiqua
Chattonella subsalsa
Fibrocapsa japonica

500-20,000 Oliveira & Antia (1986)
33 (LM E A (1983)
500-20,000 Oliveira & Antia (1986)
100 Carpenter et al. (1972)
500 PESIT i (2004b)
1,180 Lourenco et al. (2002)
33 L D> (1983)
012,500 Carpenter et al. (1972), Antia et al. (1977)
HIHE A (1983), Oliveira & Antia (1986)
Lourenco et al. (2002), This study
0-12,500 Antia et al. (1977)
500-20,000 Oliveira & Antia (1986), Fan et al. (2003a), Lomas (2004)
500-20,000 Oliveira & Antia (1986)
1,180 Lourenco et al. (2002)
0-12,500 Antia et al. (1977)
1,180 Lourenco et al. (2002)
1,180 Lourenco et al. (2002)
1,180 Lourenco et al. (2002)
882 Fan et al. (2003a)
500-20,000 Oliveira & Antia (1986)
0-10,000 LI (1994), This study
100 Uchida (1976)
0-10,000 Lourenco et al. (2002), Fan et al. (2003a, b), This study
20-50 Dyhrman & Anderson (2003), Collos et al. (2004)
50 Dyhrman & Anderson (2003)
0-12,500 " Antia et al. (1977)
500-20,000 Oliveira & Antia (1986)
1,180 Lourenco et al. (2002)
500-20,000 Oliveira & Antia (1986)
500-20,000 Oliveira & Antia (1986)
0-10,000 Watanabe et al. (1982), Zhang et al. (2006), This study
500-20,000 Oliveira & Antia (1986)
0-500 T (1994)
0-12,500 Antia et al. (1977)
0-500 LT (1994)
0--500 LT (1994)
0-500 (LIE1 (1994)
500 P81 « 3 (2004a)
0-12,500 Antia et al. (1977)
250 PARE D> (1999)
250 Yamaguchi et al. (2001)
100 Carpenter et al. (1972)
0-300 Nakamura & Watanabe (1983), This study
25-50 Zhang et al. (2006)
0-10,000 This study
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