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Abstract

In an attempt to evaluate the health support system before and after
implementation of the Community Health Law, we analyzed the correlations between
the number of practicing community health nurses and national healthcare
expenditure, and percentage of people receiving medical treatment for circulatory
organ disease. We found positive correlations between the number of practicing
community health nurses per 100,000 people and national healthcare expenditure, and
percentage of people receiving medical treatment on an outpatient basis in1996.
Moreover, positive correlations were found between the number of practicing
community health nurses per 100,000 population and national healthcare expenditure,
and percentage of people receiving medical treatment on an inpatient and outpatient

basis in 2002. Negative correlations were found between the number of practicing



community health nurses per individual municipal healthcare center and national
healthcare expenditure, and percentage of persons receiving medical treatment on an
inpatient and outpatient basis in 2002. We consider these findings to be a product of
the personalized healthcare services provided by municipal healthcare facilities
following the policy set out in the Community Health Law. The results further suggest
that provision of sufficient numbers of healthcare practitioners will increase the

effectiveness of the health support system.
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