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Abstract
In recent years, people’s sense of values for life and medicine has widened, and ethical
issues such as organ transplantation and informing patients of the diagnosis have become social
issues. Thus, nursing specialists more often face the situation where ethical decision-making
is necessary to determine a particular course of action. Therefore, we evaluated nursing issues
encountered by nursing administrators who educate nurses so that they can cultivate greater
sensitivity and respond to marked changes in the social structure and medical situations. The
issues encounteredby administrators couldbe classified intothe following 5 categories: medical
environment, information provision to patients/families, participation of patients/families
in medical care, physical and mental invasion of patients, and determination of patient’s
life and death. The nature of the issues facing nursing administrators in these cases could
be classified into the following 5 categories: respect for the human rights of patients/families,
responsibility as a care provider, relationship with others, and hospital organization. Since
this survey evaluated issues in nursing practice, they were often associated with nursing work,
management of medical supplies, institution/equipment andnursingassociatedwiththe community,
and relationships among physicians, patients, and nurses. Nursing administrators were aware
that increased awareness of the problems, enhancing sensitivity, and maintenance of a good
relationship with others are associated with nursing care that respects the human rights of

patients and supports their self-decision.
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