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Abstract

There are many issues to address so that children with
disabilities can live to their fullest and be respected. 1In
particular, children with disabilities experience prejudice
and discrimination concerning not only their disabilities but
also sexual development. Their families are often puzzled by
and worry about the sexual development of their children.
Therefore, we carried out a questionnaire survey to clarify
the awareness of the sexual development/behavior of children
with disabilities among nurses who are closely involved in
their life. The subjects were 125 nurses working in facilities
for children with severe physical and mental disabilities, of
whom 108 (86.4%) replied to the questionnaire. The results
of the questionnaire showed that the awareness of the sexual
development/behavior of the disabled children varied with the

number of years of experience as nurses, and that the awareness
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of growth-associated problems and whether or not sex education
should be given varied with the age groups of the nurses.
Nurses considered that aétive support for the
growth-associated sexual development of children in response
to the children's request and involvement according to the

degree of disability are important.
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