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Abstract

In 2000, Korea entered the category of an aging society with the proportion of the
population 65 years old and over exceeding 7%. The proportion is estimated to reach
14% in 2019. This rate of the increase from 7% to 14% is higher than that in Japan
that has shown the highest rate among aging societies. The Korean government
established the Welfare Law for the Elderly in 1991, and has been promoting welfare
policies for the elderly based on this law. In Korea, improvement in the living base by
social security is delayed compared with other countries, and there are marked
economical differences among elderly people. We visited public institutions for elderly
people with low income and private institutions for wealthy elderly people, and
observed a marked difference in the living levels between public and private. At
present, institutions are being improved with priority given to an increase in number.
Elimination of the differences among institutions is necessary to increase the general
quality of welfare institutions for the elderly by improving the living environment and

enriching service contents.
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