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The expected skills for the relief activities of the medical members of Japan Overseas
Cooperation Volunteers (JOCV) in earthquake disaster abroad
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Abstract

The present report is a retrospective assessment of the role, theoretical and practical
knowledge expected JOCV medical team members engaging in relief activities during
hazardous situations abroad. The author analyzed his own experience working as a JOCV
member abroad and concluded that: 1) proficiency in the local language 2) knowledge of local
culture, life style, customs and religion, 3) awareness of one’s own role and position within the
team, 4) ability to establish good communication network within the JOCV team and with the
emergency support team, 5) self-awareness and proper care of one’s individual security and
health, and 6) experience in disaster nursing techniques are essential to ensure proper
performance in emergency situation.

Unfortunately, the JOCV members involved in the project described here had had no
previous exposure to disaster nursing education. The author would like to propose, therefore,
its inclusion in the JOCV training program as it would greatly add to the relief team’s
performance.
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