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On the classroom practice of Quest Reading

in the Period for inquiry-Based Cross-Disciplinary Study at a high school
—Analysis of “deep inquiry” based on the Anthropological Theory of the Didactic—
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ABSTRACT

This paper reports a practical study on inquiries carried out by high school students in the context of the
period for inquiry-Based Cross-Disciplinary Study. In this paper, we focus on Quest Reading as a model for
inquiries. Quest Reading is the following activity: first, students construct an “initial question” related to
their areas of interest, then, they use books as a medium to move back and forth between questions and
answers as they pursue their inquiries, and finally, they create an original model of a book that answers
“Initial question.” In this activity, the aim is not to conduct research by taking knowledge from books and
summarizing it, but to conduct “deep inquiry” by promoting their own questions and awareness of
problems.

In this study, we discuss whether “deep inquiry” occurred for students through the practice in one high
school. We use Anthropological Theory of the Didactic (ATD), which is one of the theories of mathematics
pedagogy, to analyze the activities. As a result, it was suggested that some “deep inquiry” occurred in the
process of the students' activities from the perspective of ATD, such as didactic of questions and answers,

media and milieus, and so on.
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