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ABSTRACT
The main purpose of this study is to clarify whether you returned to the society by any method as a result of the
Okinawa and Yaeyama islands musical field survey conducted in 1992 by Hisao Tanabe, a pioneer of Japanese
ethnomusicology. According to Tanabe’s evaluation, of the folksongs from the Yaeyama Islands, “Yunta” and “Jilaba”
were ranked highest in popularity. As a culmination of Yaeyama folksong research, Tanabe produced 23 SP
folksong records from the Yaeyama Islands via the Nitto Record Co., Ltd. in 1926. In this study, we focus on
Tanabe’s performances, compositions, or radio broadcasts rather than his writing activities, and draw the following
conclusions. First, Tanabe introduced Okinawan music and dance through the Kabuki dance drama, "Yonaguni
Monogatari," JOAK(Japan Tokyo Broadcasting Station) "Japanese music history lecture" in 1925. His performance
at the Kabukiza theater played a pioneering role in introducing Okinawan music to mainland Japan, and the
program was broadcast the year the first Japanese radio was launched. Second, Tanabe utilized the network of
Kabuki and Seiwa-Ongaku-Kai (music study group) in the Shin-Nihon-Ongaku movement, and performed in
"Yonaguni Monogatari" and "Nanto Jyotyo." Third, as a composer, Tanabe introduced the melody of Okinawan folk
songs to a form of Kabuki dance and Shin Nihon Ongaku. However, he did not adopt the Okinawan scale, rhythm,
vocalization, musical instruments (e.g., the sanshin, a long-necked plucked lute), or dialect, which are elements of
Okinawan music. Fourth, when Tanabe introduced Okinawan music to mainland Japan, Yamauchi Seihin, who
played the sanshin and the koto and also researched Okinawan music, had an indispensable presence. Fifth, three
folksongs commonly adopted in "Yonaguni Monogatari" and "Nanto Jyotyo" were appreciated by Tanabe during the

Okinawa and Yaeyama islands’ musical field survey in 1922.
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