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ABSTRACT

This article examine the process of creating a symbolic image of Kochi in the Yosakoi festival’s prehistory.
This study especially focused on how the “Yosakoi Bushi (a folk song in Kochi)” was diffused, its popularity
and that it was danced to in many areas in Japan. The important process consists of the following four
points. Firstly, “Yosakoi Bushi” spread from Kochi to the urban regions of Tokyo, Osaka, and Kyoto at the
end of the Edo period, it spread to the Hokkuriku region in the early Meiji period. Secondly, the parody of
the “Yosakoi Bushi” was created during the time of the Russo-Japanese War in 1904 and was popular among
the general populace. Thirdly, local sightseeing in Japan was promoted in the Showa period, and many new
words were written for “Yosakoi Bushi” in Kochi. This phenomenon was greatly influenced the Shin-Min’you
(new and creative folk song) movement after the last part of the Taisho period. A new Yosakoi dance was
created in the southern part' of the country, Kochi, during the great industrial exhibition in 1950. It
foreshadowed the symbolic the image of the birth of Kochi to the outside area. In conclusion, the Yosakoi
festival started in 1954 adopting its name from the new Yosakoi dance and “Yosakoi Bushi” . This foundation
that created a new symbolic image in Kochi had already been created before the festival. A community-bésed

festival fixed “Kochi = Yosakoi” as the symbolic image peculiar to the area.
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