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For the Purpose of Avoiding Unnecessary Countermeasures
against Climate Change:
Distinguishing its Natural and Manmade Causes

Syun-Ichi Akasofu
International Arctic Research Center, University of
Alaska Fairbanks

Climate change consists of two parts, natural and
manmade changes. For natural causes, their countermea-

sures should be adaptation, while manmade causes have
to be mitigated. It is shown that most of global warming
from 1800 is caused by natural changes( the recovery
from the Little Ice Age[ +0.5degrees/100 years] and the
multi-decadal oscillation [ amplitude ~0.4 degrees]),not
as the IPCC assumes to be the greenhouse effect of
carbon dioxide( CO2). The two effects are the main cause
of the temperature increase from the last half of the last
century, not by the CO2 effect.

In fact, the global average temperature has not
increased during the last ten years, in spite of the fact that
CO2 is still rapidly increasing. Therefore, the mitigation
effort

against the warming is like putting a lid on the crater
of a dead volcano. A study of the present warming is
still a very young research field. There are still many
unknown aspects. It is crucial that we correctly identify
the causes of the warming first, before considering the
adaptation or mitigation.
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