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Abstract

Juveniles of Chaetodon speculum were sampled
at the water in front of Yokonami Rinkai Experimental
Station facing Tosa Bay during August to December,
2007 and June to September, 2008. Daily rings of the
lapillus of 96 individuals smaller than 30mm SL were
analyzed. The number of the daily rings before settlement
was from 23 to 43, showing high individual variation
regarding the pelagic larval duration. The pelagic dura-
tion differed seasonally and annually, and the duration in
2007 was shorter than in 2008. The higher the water tem-
perature was and the nearer the Kuroshio Current was to
the coast, the shorter the pelagic larval duration became.

Key word:

Juveniles of Chaetodon speculum, Pelagic duration, Tosa
Bay, Daily ring
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