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“The Politics of Place” in Kin Town, Okinawa Prefecture
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ABSTRACT

This article examines “the politics of place” in Kin Town, Okinawa Prefecture using two town
management policies and observing the resulting changes in its landscape. The two town
management areas are Shinkaichi, a newly populated district, and the Gimbaru Training Area,
a former American military training base in the Nakagawa-ku area. Shinkaichi is a unique
location where the political behaviors of local residents, in-migrants, and the local government
interact with each other. Gimbaru was developed with a global aim while Shinkaichi was
developed mainly with local input from the local government and residents. The local political
actor (the local government) promotes town management by interacting with the political actors
(the residents) on a micro scale. In fact, stay-the-course approach taken by the military
landlords led to the choice to preserve the scenery. However, the residents of Nakagawa-ku
demanded that the local government actively intervene in furthering the use of the old Gimbaru
Training Area because they had lived under the heavy burden of the military base with little
economic benefits for non-military landlords. The local government has promoted a
development project for Gimbaru with the expectation that it will lead to the town’s future
development. This development boom has occurred because the residents mostly belong to the
postwar generation of in-migrants and are banned from owning land. Therefore, land rent

trends have decisively influenced “the politics of place” in Kin Town’s town management.
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