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Abstract

The aims of the present review were to clarify the current state of research on voluntary turnover
among nurses and to determine areas in which further research is needed. A total of 268 studies
published from 1982 to 2013 were identified through a search of Japan Medical Abstracts Society us-
ing the keywords “nurses” and “turnover.” Although the studies examined myriad healthcare settings
and relevant factors, a particularly large number surveyed newly-hired nurses, indicating a high level
of research interest in this group. However, few studies examined turnover among mid-career
nurses, suggesting a need for further research. Much of the research has focused on the links be-
tween turnover and work environment, occupational stress, and education. Further research is also
needed on specific strategies to promote retention.
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