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Abstract: Traditionally Asian countries have been very important for Japan, having
provided roots for a number of Japanese cultutural traditions. - Although Japan is
located in a part of Asia, it disregarded other Asian nations since the Meiji period, in
the course of busy learning from the West.” Then came the unfortunate period of
Japanese invasion to China in the 1930s and to other Asian countries during the 1940s.

Relationship after the war began with Japan’s payment of reparations, followed by
economic cooperation and official development assistance (ODA). In the 1970s and 1980s,
Japanese enterprises rushed to Asia for direct investment in various manufacturing and
service sectors. These activities have helped  the Asiah countries achieve economic
development by industrialization, exports of  manufactured goods and creation of
employment opportunities. ,

Japan’s economic activities, however, have not been free from -criticism from Asian
countries. For -the future, it would be important for Japan to strengthen its ties with
Asian nations in other than economic fields, including cultural 'and academic ties. In this
connection Japan’s Asian studies have now been much expanded and a number of
excellent .researches and studies have been conducted in the recent past. The studies are
conducted in the fields of area studies and development economics.

In the coming 21st century, the Asian region is expected to become one of the most
important economic centers of the world. There Japan should establish equal and good
relationship with Asian nations and render assistance to resolve global issues including
environment and poverty. Japan also has to place emphasis on its history education to
the younger generation to teach them correct - history with regard to the period of
Japanese occupation of Asia.
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3) Dennis T. Yasutomo: Japan and the Asian Development Bank (New York, Prasger,
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