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Review on the Phytosociology of Forest- Climaxes in Shikoku

Tsugiwo YAMANAKA

In Shikoku, the following forest climaxes are found:

The warm-temperate zone.

. Rumohreto-Machiletum thunbergii Suz.-Tok. et Hatiya (1951)

2. Rapanaeeto-Shiietum sieboldii Suz.-Tok. (1951)

3. Symploceto-Shiietum cuspidatae Nomoto (1953)

4. Bladhieto-Shiietum sieboldii Suz.-Tok. et Hatiya (1951)

5. Sakakieto-Cyclobalanopsidetum stenophyllae Suz.-Tok. (1954)

6. Pittosporeto-Quercetum phillyraeoidetis Suz.-Tok. et Hatiya (1954)

These associations are included in the Shiion sieboldii Suz.-Tok. (1952). Among these,
the Pittosporeto-Quercetum phillyraeoidetis should be an edaphic climax in this zone.

The transition zone.

The Cariceto-Tsugetum sieboldii Suz.-Tok. (1949) belongs to the Tsugion sieboldii
Suz.-Tok. (1952). N

The Cryptomeria japonica forest which occurs in the Yanaze district is mostly found
in this zone, and a provisional name, the Cryptomerietum yanaéeanum, is given here.

The.cool-temperate zone. '

"The Sasamorpheto-Fagetum creratae Suz.-Tok. {(1949) is a beech foreat developed
on the Pacific side of Japan and is included in the Fagion crenatae Nakano (1942).

The forests dominated by Pterocarya rhoifolia, Aesculus turbinata, etc. occur along
streams or on alluvial fens and contain a large number of characteristic species. These
forests are to be included in the Dryopterideto-Fraxinetum commemoralis Suz. -Tok.
(1949) or the Polysticheto-Aesculetum turbinatae Horik. et Sasaki (1959) belonging to
the Ulmion davidianae Suz.-Tok. (1954). This alliance is an edaphic climax in the
"areas of the Fagion crenatae and the Tsugion sieboldii. )

The Rhodoreto-Chamaecypari'detuem obtusae Yamanaka (1957) is also an edaphic
climax, and the Chamaecyparis-type forests in Japan should be included in one and the
same alliance, the Chamaecyparidion obtusae all. nov.

The subarctic (subalpine) zone. L

The Abietum sikokianae nom. prov. (Yamanaka, 1959) is a climax forest of this zone

and is allied to the subalpine forest in Honshd.
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