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Kentucky Education Reform Act 1990

Development and the Background of the Educational Reform Formation in Kentucky 

Focusing on the Action of Commonwealth Task Force on Education Reform and 

Council on School Performance Standards

Nobuhiko Yanagibayashi 

Education Unit, Humanities and Social Sciences Cluster, Kochi University

Abstract Kentucky will form Kentucky Education Reform Act KERA  in 1990. KERA is leading legislation 

known as a case of the systemic reform. The purpose of this paper is elucidating the development and the 

background of the educational reform formation in Kentucky. In formation of KERA, two committees played 

the big role. The first committee is “Commonwealth Task Force on Education Reform”. This committee is 

the Special Committee is of the legislation, which the state legislature formed. . The second committee is 

“Council on School Performance Standards”. This committee is a state governor's private advisory body.  

In this paper analyzed characteristic of KERA paying attention to activity of two committees.
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KERA

                                                 
1 Piecemeal Reform

Clune 5

SBDM Clune,W.H., Systemic Educational Policy A Conceptual Framework, 

in Fuhrman, S.H., ed., Designing coherent education policy improving the system, Jossey Bass, 1993, 

pp.127-130. O'Day,J.A., & Smith,M,S., Systemic Reform and Educational Opportunity, in Fuhrman, 

S.H., ed., Designing coherent education policy:improving the system, Jossey Bass, 1993

2 Cistone,P.J.,Introduction School-Based Management:Shared Decision Making, Perestroika in Educational 

Governance., Education and Urban Society,21, 1989, p.363.  

3 Conley,S.C.,  "Who's On First?" School Reform, Teacher Participation, and the Decision-Making Process, 

Education and Urban Society,21,  1989, p.366. 

4

40 2000, p.1. 

5 Cistone,P.J., op.cit., p.364.

6 Fuhrman,S.H., The Politics of Coherence, Designing Coherent Education Policy: Improving the System, 

Proquest Info & Learning,1993.

7 SBM School-Based  Management 

24 2003 SBM

Wohlstetter P Mohrman S A and Robertson P J Successful School-Based 

Management in Ravitch D ed  New School For A New Century ; The Redesign of Urban Education Yale 

University  : Wohlstetter P Mohrman S A Van Kirk A N and Robertson P J Organizing for 

Successful School-Based Management Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development

Alexandris Virginia USA Wohlstetter P and Sebring P B  School-Based Management in the 

United States The Governance of Schooling Robertson P J  Wolstetter P  and Mohrman S A

Generating Curriculum and Instructional Innovations Through School-Based Management  Educational 

Administration Quarterly Vol  No  August 1995, pp.375-404
8 43  1999, p.49.
9 Jacob F.A Jr., Resource Equity and Educational Adequacy in Pankratz, R. S., & Petrosko,J.M., eds., All 

Children Can Learn, Jossey Bass, 2000,pp.29-30.
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10 Pankratz,R.S., The Legal and Legislative Battles, in Pankratz, R. S., & Petrosko,J.M., eds., All Children 

Can Learn, Jossey Bass, 2000, p.16.

11 Council for Better Education,Ink. V.Collins, No.85-CI-1759, Franklin 

Circuit Court May 31,1988 Rose v. Council for Better Education, Ink., No.88-SC-804-TG,Kentucky. 

September 28,1989 Council for Better Education v. Wilkinson. No.85-CI-1759. Franklin Circuit Court,Div.I. 

May 31,1988.

12 Pankratz,R.S., op.cit.,p.17.

13 Ibid.; pp.17-19.

14 KERA

15 Betty E.S., The Kentucky Education Reform –Lessons for America , Technomic Publishing Company, 

Inc,1993, pp.3-4.

16 Foster,J.D.,  A New Vision for Public schooling, in Pankratz, R. S., & Petrosko, J. M., eds., Jossey Bass,  

All Children Can Learn, 2000, pp.48-49.

17 David,J.L., School-Based Decision Making ; Kentucky's Test of Decentralization, Phi Delta Kappan, 

Vol.75 9 , 1994 Pankratz,R.S., op.cit., Foster,J.D., op.cit., Lasi,S.F., & Goldberg,P.D., A New Mission for 

The Department of Education, in Pankratz,R.S., & Petrosko, J.M., eds., Jossey Bass, All Children Can Learn,

2000.

18 Pankratz,R.S., op.cit., p.19. 

19 Ibid.; p.16.

20 Ibid.; pp.18-21. 

21 Ibid.; pp.21-22. 

22 Ibid.; p.3. 

23 Walker,R. Lawmakers in Kentucky approve landmark school reform bill. Education Week, 9 28 ,1,

1990, April 4 ,pp.34-35.

24 Starting over. The New York Times, Section 4A, 1990, April 8, p.35. 
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