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Function and Biosynthetic Mechanism of Poly-y-Glutamate,
a Main Component of Natto Mucilage

Haruo Misono, Makoto AsHIUCHI
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Poly-y-glutamate (PGA) is an unusual polypeptide in which glutamate is polymerized via y-amide
linkages. PGA is produced by Bacillus strains, Natrialba aegyptiaca, and hydra. PGA, which is
biodegradable and highly water-absorbent acidic polymer, is not attacked by proteases, evades mammalian
immune defense mechanisms, binds Ca*, and serves as a cryoprotective material. PGA may physiologically
function as an adaptation agent in various environments. Multifarious applications of PGA have been
developed based on its function. PGA produced by Bacillus subtilis IFO 3336 contains a large amount of
D-glutamate. D-Glutamate was formed from L-glutamate by glutamate racemase in this organism. Two
kinds of glutamate racemase isozymes, Glr and YrpC, were found in B. subrilis IFO 3336, and Glr supplied
D-glutamate for the PGA production. The pgsBCA genes encoding the membrane-associated PGA synthetase
complex of B. subtilis IFO 3336 were isolated. The PgsBCA enzyme complex synthesized PGA in an
amidoligation-like manner. The structure and function of the enzyme complex are also discussed.
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# 1. PGA D4R & EENERL
& & 00 o
% JE e
(kDa) L- 711/57\/@’4% D- 711/’? /Eﬁi‘
Bacillus subtilis (MAEH) 10-1000 20-50 50-80
Bacillus subrilis (¥X[E$51%) > 1000 30-40 60-70
Bacillus licheniformis 10-1000 10-50 50-90
Bacillus megaterium > 200 70-80 20-30
Bacillus anthracis (JRIEE) AHE 0 100
Bacillus halodurans (37 V5 ) HHIE) 10-15 100 0
Natrialba aegyptiaca ($FE T #IE) > 1000 100 0
Hydra 3-25 100 0
BOALSERENTODLY, H7 N0 ) W Bacillus RERERHA TS, 2, D ETEETH S, 2

halodurans % N. aegvptiaca, & ¥ 13 L- V% 2 VEELS
7% PGAZARET 2, L L, MEECEEEHE (Bacillus
subtilis var. chungkookjang), Bacillus
megaterium (3 D- 7V Y I VEBE L- TNV I VEENS D
PGA #%PET 2. PGAHOD- /Ly 2 vEESEIIEOME
HEORBEEEICE > TEL LD, WHESEMET 5 PGA
ED- NS I VEBSCEENT RS, DL I LY 2
‘/@’Ef)’%ti% PGADBZAE, ©D-ILVy I vEEORDPS
RYo—L LIV I VBOEPLLELEY =D
(rm% @D-TNYIVEEE L INY I NG YA
iEa LR 2—0 200N nH 5. MEEDE
FETHREV—IdD- Ny I VHE L TLY I VBES
VA LICHE RS R e —THLI LY, PGADL- 7L
8 3 TR ER '@Jf{’}‘ﬂ%?%l‘/ F# o L-depolymerase
EHOGTHSHIIEIN TR EY
PGA i, BEtER Y =v— L Lfdﬂt?ﬂ’ﬂ%‘l&&i@t:%%

Bacillus licheniformis,

HktEnb s, @ 7uar7—LiIcmiETcH s, 4 HEME
v, & AEMEERYT, © BEhorea) pH £

FRITEL, @ AL DL EOEMEE I R T L LR
BL, RRTES, @ HEYEGIL, aoryEH Lz
&, BEL, WX s, RENBFoNnG, IOk k
PGADBRE# ) T CAA L, REBIIPGAZEAL T
WIEY O FEHE» SEN T BY, Fh, H7AH Y
#ATE B. halodurans (3 % O MIRRBED BERK Sy & L TEETE X
Y —T%H2% PGA 4 L THilaRE O pH 24 HIL Y,
ﬂﬁﬁ%%Naame;%ﬁPﬁTT@mmﬁ%ﬁea
FFLLEDICEOEKEEMR . PCGA 2 4FET 5945 &
%%ﬁﬁ@?ttfﬂﬂ&%@tfmg.éem,L%
12 PGA #4FE L TREEEZFAEL T2
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BEXN T35, PGAREDRBER) - LTTTR
Fw o, K 7 4 L AICRIRITE, B, yREBEEL
TT &7 PGA DB HIE, HERED 5,000 56 DKT%
FEHELTE P L E2ERT 540, BokER) v—nff
BRELT, 5003, Kaz2ERFLLE Py L 2pE
DFLAFAL &5 ETERBDBHLINTWVEY, BREHE
EOWE TR, PEHEOBOBER L LT, £/, HER
BERELTHATE S, Z20ft, HEHLAL, E2kkE
A, BROMMERE BRSEE ALy ARINEEA,
T, FARIE LTS Ic bR R TV B (F2), X
S50, BEAFYAN) =74 7YV OfRHE L TERIC
M3 ZENTEZW, Ins% DHEPREIN,
PGA DA T 2MANERITbO TV, 20
EENEZED SO PCAOESREEAHS T
30ENSH D,

3. RY - TIT I VEROLEEREE

3-1. MEROTINY I VBTV —t BEMIGES
ENo): i)
PEEDOPGAIZIED- LY I VvEMRE(EENTH
5, ZIZT, D-INYIVEHBD-TI/ I VAT S
F—E¥RETEERINZDOD, TV I VIR~

RE QR OFERT, FU v TP 2 VEEOBRE & & SHE 73

TOERTESGREINLDD, H50IIHNORETEER
EncohEHSHIITEILOI, WEEHOD- 7 I /B
FIVATIF—EEINY I VBT - X OMlIEY
ZHAEL. ZOHE, PGAEGRMBEBE T2 EHEHOMT
B B. subtilis [FO 3336 1212 D- 73 /B VAT 3+ —
iR ENT, Rbh /Ny i v#i~—¥D
BuwigEn#Eb o, —KIL, LY I VBT e —
Y3, MR+ P ) v oERICBBERZRO N
HOD- /1% I vBOERICES L, 200 RMITE
FEHEREHTEAVEEZ SN Tk, BRI, FMEE
Lactobacillus fermentum & Pediococcus pentosaceus T % 0 i§
HDBOHONDIDOATH>F. MEEIZZNSHBELD
LEBWINY I vEEIT e —YiEHEEL T, 22
T, MEEID VY I VBT~ — Y2 BRL, Y
ZHSHICLT, Glr L&MW, Z20BET % KIBHE
ro—-=v 7 LT, BERETFOEERTZMHS HIC
L, BEO—REE#HETE L. I 512, WSHE B. subrilis
IFO 3336 121X, Glr dE sz, YrpC & &7 ¥
UM -EDTA VAL LBEEL TSI L L
S, AT VvEETE—X¥DTAVH AL
DEEEZTRTYOTOFTH 5, HEEEIL, BEAEKTDH
D, filipH, RERE, HERzERLET, A7 4V

% 3. Bacillus subtilis D7 WVY I VBTS2 —¥ 74 VA L Gir & YrpC DEE,

" H Glr YrpC
3THE& kDa)
SDS-PAGE 30 30
Gel filtration 30 30
(monomer) (monomer)
ol pH 8.0 7.5-8.0
IR 37°C 30-37°C
B E N 60°C 30°C
BERE RN No No
UDP-MurNAc-L-Ala? O No No
OB HREES
[D-Glutamate]
K {(mM) 2.5 1.2
Voax (wmol/min/mg) 56 0.33
Vinax/ K 22.4 0.275
[L-Glutamate]
Kun (mM) 50 0.18
Vimax (wmol/min/mg) 1150 0.05
Vinax/ Km 23.0 0.278
[Keq (D/L)] 0.974 0.989
HiREHICE 2 58T
BEFIROHE No Toxic

4 UDP-MurNAc-L-Ala, E.coli ® 7'V % 3 YT £ < — ¥ O &L KA+ UDP-N-

acetylmuramyl-L-alanine.
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BRE DA RICEIBR L T 2 ATIREIT WV 288, B
EHE, EHOMSBELZSTWVB(£I), YrpC oMiEiE
%, Vi fliz Glr D Z 0 & HEEUBE I N W, —H, #
DL-TNE I VBIINT S K fHIBHO NS 2 VS
v —XDHTRHNI D4, YripC OBFEEIREZ S
K L-7 2 /8, FCL Uy S U EEOEEDIRENRICHIR
SNHEKEA LV ARET (RAROBEE I ZIciiv
EZoND)TOERE, LECTENICE TV 3 RS
b5, YpC OBIEFE2ARBECRAEI T &, fily
R A 2 A ML ABET COBEETREOHMEICEL 3
DNA & % £ L — A (i DNA # # 5 ¢ A B DNA 12 %
My oER)ZHEL, KBEHOEFZMA LY, il
RKBEO LY I VvBSee—¥ (MurD)® L EUOWE
ThD, —H, Gr oBEF*RERILTCLABHEOE
BERHEEL W2, GIrdL- 49 3V BICHT 3 K
B, Voax fHIZKELSW, ZHOIERL-IVY VB &
BEZEDEL LTI/ BENEBECHFETIRET
(Thbdb, PGAEAGHICEL ZBRBETH )T, £HW
L7y I vBOMBRBESSE 2%, %K
HOD- NS I VEEANLEBRTZDICEL TV, I
X5 REFREBET T, Glr iR 7FF 7Y A0
Mz PGA DAEARICEREIN I KEDD- /Ly 3 v EEfit
BoORLNEFETH 5 HREMEIE V., Glr O PGA A&
~OEEEHSICT S92, MEHEHD PGA &S
BETOMEAE S 2y b HVETHRAT,

3-2. PGA BRBRECHELCTFORE

Makino &1, REEDOKBEPCAD A ICEE T 2
Z2DBIEF, capB, capC, capA % HEE L, Z 5
DB LF HPCGA % £ B T 5 B. subtilis, B. megaterium,
B.licheniformis 72 & Db @ Bacillus BB I IZEE L 72
EHEL TR, T4 id, WIEE B subtlis IFO 3336

(E¥ 31279 %

DY I LTAT5) —h 5 PGA LA EEII KoK
Bl 0 — U HREZBRILZ, Zorzo—rHiE, 83 kb
DIFAW % H L, pgsB, pgsC, pgsA &L &{Hi3+ =D
W& 815 1 (pgsBCA) # & &, pgsB 13y ¥ HF 849 44 kDa,
pgsC lx 16 kDa, pgsAl3 42 kDa v v 78 % a2—F
LCn7z™, 2o ORIEBTEYIIHEELHE (B. subtilis 168)
DEEBERFEIE 1, ywsC, ywiA, ywiB DFEY D ~RHit
ERICTH-7. LdoT, PGAZAFEL HOIEH
(B. subtilis 168)i2 %, PCA &HEEFBE FIEFEL Tw
505 fMorOoBMATZOBERRENBIZSNATVST
BEMEDTE . £/, MIEE D pgsBCABIZFEY L, B
B D capBCA BIGFEM & LB WHEM (B, 66; C, 77; A,
50% OF—#) &R Lz, s OBEETOTRICIE, #
12 PGA 7y 1R B2 3% (depolymerase) @{Z 2 ETE L T /-
(1), RIAHED dep BIE 713 =¥ VB PGA 7y iREESE
THHY, MEEPBEEE O pgdS B T1ED- 718 2
VEELD- Y I vBOBAEYINIT ALy FRIO PGA &
RBERTH- 70, Fh, Th oD PCA GREEERE T
BLUTHEBREE T, RAFTE 7723 FICHET
polcxt L, MEHRE, MESE, MEE Rl bcE
LT,

pesBCABE T OB HL LI T 22012, &EE
FAERBERIENZ ¥ — pTrc99A 2@ L T, KEHE
IMIO9ICE AL, 70— D PGA HFEME 2T/~ 7.
pgsB, pgsC, pgsA DEHMDBRLETF41F>H Did PGA #
HFERT, Z00BEF pgsBCA # &0 RBE 7 0 — v #&
DAHWEENPCA ZEEL 72(K4)™Y, £/, CGIr &
A—F3 3N vEI - EEG T HRRIE 2
E, PGAREMREPGASF DD VY 2 VEEDERHY
MUZ, ZoZeds, MEEHEICEWLTIE, Ly I v
T =B LT AT I VEHSD- TNy 3 U

capB capC capA dep
~ ~— - v
PGAS M ERET PGAST BB R RTF

WEE .
pgsB ng PpgsA ywtC  pgdS
(ywsC) (ywtA)  (ywiB) v
- —— — PGAST B REF
PGAS R M % KRG F

1. PGA GREZEEHSREET L oREREET. ywsC, ywiA, ywtB, ywrC, &8 (Bacillus subtilis 168)

AR T
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£ 4. KBEE7o—#ic k3 PGA OAERE,

KIGE 7 v — PGA DEFER D/L i
M109/pTrc99A 0
JM109/pgsB 0
JM109/pgsC 0
JM109/pgsA 0
JM109/pgsBC 0
JM109/pgsBA 0
JM109/pgsCA 0
JM109/pgsBCA 1.7 13/87
JM109/pgsBCA + gir @ 2.6 64/36

a)glr, 7V% 2 VEET < — Y BT,

DYERL, LY I UvBORMERGEEE L T5PGAS
REEE A (PgsBCA)ICk > T, D- A9 I VEE LT
LY I VDL L PCGARARENS Z E(K2), filE
HNOD- Ly I vEBERIZE > TPGAFDD- V¥ 3
VIBERMENT A ERBENSY, —7, PGA %
HHETHARBE 0 — Y HROBEE ORI NS I VK
FED ATP 7 — X iEMEEEL, LAY I VBED S
D- NS I vEERROEEE LK 3). ARIGTATP
PSERL T 28I AMP T34 { ADPTH -7,
IOZEE, TIFYF—ERERKIGTPCGAREREI NS
ILERLTWAE, Thbb, FLyIvBOyoAN
RENVED) VBLER, ZIRIANTIVBEOT I/
EHPKELT, Ly I yBoR) e—PCGA PERT S
BEsEZONS(X)T, —#iZ, PIFIA—ERP

@) Q)
Glutamate Rallcemase (Glr)
© ’ ©
o ® D] B) ®|§l

|
Poly-Y -glutamate Synthetase

[DHDHDKHDKIHIHDHDKL)
Q : L-Glutamate
m : D-Glutamate

2. RV 4 FNE I B AR,

TME ORI OFERS, RY -y Iy I U BEOEEE & &G HRERE 75

LT NAVTRRIER 2T TOICH L, A PGA AREE
FEHEAHORE pH IIRMHMIETH > 7, RIZ, PgsBCA
DEDHEEHT I P A —ERiEEERT O ZH S
2T 37810, invim BEBR AT LERCTINGS
BRSEERL, 7R A—YRERLZEAN 2D
$EH AJEME L PgsBCA d 13412 PgsBC THEE® & 1,
L- A7 IVvEEED L D- AT I VvBOANBROWEET
Hot(F£5), WI/LY I UBBIIT 2 K flild PgsBC &
PgsBCA TIZIZRL TH - 7248, RARITEE L PgsBCA
DFB3PgsBC & H L EFEE o 71D, BWBRFE WL LI,
PgsBCA HSAliAMEER & L TAMEINDEARTHE, &7F
D PCGA IZEFE I NI h > 1. PgsB & PgsB @ N- Kb
4yH3RAN L 7= PgsB’ ic #2493 % 44 kDa & 33 kDa o A&
Yy R EDP SR BEEREICLDL- TAY I VDAY
HEL L TEDFEBPGADBEEINL LOHENDH S
B, Frr PN E AT, PGADEFERED S
75”)f:“”.

BEOFERE, BES)» MBS N REREHL, B85
FFEDPGACEH > TERE T 1,000 kDa & KECH#E A
Z)REEL, MEIEERAL S, pgsBCABIEF2#HLT
W TNETHONTHEMEREE IEELD, 75
AIFZBHELTOAL- 1, MEERKRICOVT, 20
pgsBCA BIEFHE O TR A2 RA LD, LIFNL AT
kb ot 72T, MEEE% VT pgsBCA B T
HER A TR 7. A pesBCA BT TSI PGA # £ 5
Lisdpot, £1, BIOBR2EEEED PCGA GRGEHE
LEERET, Sy 2 VEBREATP 7—EiEE LA S

o
<

o0
(—

~
=]

[~
(]

wn
[~

N W
(]

tEE M (nmol/min/mg)
S =

[
<

—

0
R MR ERSHE

3. PGA & REERE A HEIET (pgsBCA) 2 G4 ANGH 7

n— D PGA &R EFEARORTEN.
BEEELLTL Ay I VvB(C ), D- Ay 3 Rk
() % B\, 7% 3 BB ATP 7 — X iFkM:
% HI5E.
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A 0

Q p .. N-
PGALC-oH2TP, lpGa s C-OPO32'] + app HN-Gly

PGA,,, +Pi

4. PGA OHBEHE AW L 5 PCGA SO HEE R IGHER.

# 5. PCGA BHBEHARZIBR T LR DY R VBD LY I VEHREME ATP 7 — X5

HiEHE (U/mg)

AV |

D- FNE IR L- 7% 3 B
None 0 0
Control (Thioredoxin) 0 0
PgsB 0 0
PgsC 0 0
PgsA 0 0
PgsBC 148 + 28 (3.6) 54 + 19 (17)
PgsBA 0 0]
PgsCA 0 0
PgsBCA 495 + 95 (4.2) 113 +48 (15)

BRSY v 37Bl inviro EEEIRL A5 L& FIE L CHY .
( ) Wliﬁb‘”’@ Ku {E, mM.

Nihenotz, Lds- T, B. subtilis IZE T, PgsBCA B3 PGAMEH#HD, D- 7Ny I VAR OAEESIZIED 7
PGA GRICEARL T A —DBEEEAETH L Z &2 WY I UHP S5 PGAME#EMSER IN, DL- LY
STEEE s, SUBBEAGIBAIZIRD- LY I UEERZ S 41 PGA

* BHOEER I, PCGA DEESGH TIE, Mg (2048
4 BESERVERY 4 U5 S vBOBRSR  oon ok BERAM T, Mg? (i

WFTHH, Zn NEHARET & L TERShk, —7,
BEEH OB & PCA ARBERE KD AL & A
o, WS oS BORNEGIE, v 3 REEEACE G

DEF S 2 VR (CMC) 2 8B 2 O 3 L EDRE T 7100 ,;g
79 On—RIYTH 3. FEEHEH Chaps & CMC 1 24 10 Ny, l =z
mM TH 575, INEEASMETIE PGA GRIEHE L% - 2 R PAPRY
BICHE LT —H, WAL DEEV 08 mM, & EaN| , Jo0 =
22 AU F OEEIED Chaps T PGA ARIEM 7538 o ; xz 2 ; 2] “ £
5Lz, Chaps i3 EIELICH O 5 13 REEHAIOHTY o ) a0 ceda” =
FOMMAEIICA Y, Chaps IO FREEERZ ML 7 = 28z ARz 2z
L EITI PGA B& ARSI %o, PGA AREER g A Jbdle 8
ML, REIIC BRI REE 4 e LTE b, s g ‘f Jooa970 &
JITE L 7 REET O & PGA BRUKIG % AR T X 2 il % 1L £ 2z 1000 =
D85 LAREBENL, 22T, Chaps 0.8 mM % 2 28z dc0] 5
HOTHEA 212 L, 219 2 V8o DL EAT ’h7 200 -

PGA DEEEGH AT, 10 MM OV L% 3 v Eix 1HE 0
L 7mEEIiE, LAY IVEBIYDLD- Ly I U
TPGA DAEEWELIEL, R EEDL- 7Ly I vigsr
HAulBaicgRoEEE B s (K5), LiL, &

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90100
D-Isomer(%) in the substrate

5. HMHBCBSE 5712 & B PGA D& K.

LYBOLTNTY PCGABERICES B 5T LT, LR E N7 PGADRWMEY 7 7) LM E 1t PGA
L- VY I vBEE RSB, -7y I v@ghsik? IO D- Y I UEER(@).
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INETEEEEZONTE Mn2 ICRAOFMELED
Stk ot, i, SpgsBETORRAHMAERIC L
D, pgsBCA D& TODRETHEEL L TO PGA LPERE
s L O BEESy D PGA SRUEHEORFICHETH L Z 48
fEsRa N2y, PlEokdiz, BEENE PCA SRESER
16 PgsBCA IL L > TATFEPGANVGHRINS Z &48
BH G BT 7z, PgsB, PgsC, PgsA i3, Wit biEE
HAER %292 2 L 03CE BBUKMERZE->TED, T
b PgsC 3Bkt 7 2 /BICER, FOKMITIEE P IZE
FELTWBEIENTHEEINS'D, PgBIZIZ7 I FYA—
YR O REFRE & B IS e s aY N K i
KEHLTED, I ZIOREERRICHED ATP FH4E
FILHEETS, ZONKWEBRB7 v A—E o> THE
—EEEES LA L 508, R o KBTI MBERICTEE
LTwaEEZIONS, LA, BAO7IF)HF—+
BRI CHIMEEER TH %, PgsA iy, N KR UHERGEE,
AR OEE 2K Z 7D, 2FICIIERNE T 2
JEBICEDZ S, RICERY % EETLL,SHIERL
BEXELPCADL IV AR — & LTHEEL T 5T
BEYELTRC, M6ICRT &) BEEEAHEHEL T35,
B/, PgsARTD C-Kii7 2/ BidRoMillz¢TEH,
PCA &R EEHEAER (PesBCA) 35 L WiilaREHHE =
F-7 L LCROT 2 F 0 08IE:R VICRFTE 5 2,

B b
3, B.subtilis D&/ I NEY I VS e —YHEELFD

4
Rk, 46 I PGA AREREAHDBEE L DEE
REOFERICKIIL, IhoBEOREMEZETT S

7)&‘?(
E

iz A

X 6. PGA AR ME GO HEEMIE

TR ORI DFERS, RV - V8 I VBEOBKHE & A AR 77

EC, MIREAE PGA EAM & D- /Ly 3 B IREER
FEOMBEMFERDICARoTELD, WEH T, D-
TNE I VREISHIBBEX 7S KU A ORI E LT
Tk, MEMEVEOFTERST TH % PGADESH
BRICOEETH S, MEHIIEEE L ELU B subtilis 1257
Wan, B vy s UvBgEMASZLICLD, PGA
ERVEEINBLDE, ENHVLOLHL, HiFIE
T AT HE B. subtilis IFO 3336 LHUEEFH T, L 70
FIVEBINLY I VBT —XIlkoTDL- LY 2
VEEICEZSON, FODL- SN I UBMERELELT, E
RTEEW D PGA ARBEFREAKICE S 7 I F U —EHRK
IETILY I vEEE SN, BT TRPCGAVEHE N
3, OBEEAEDO LY I vBESER IR T B
3B Y, D- NS L vBOABEELE L, EHiRN
D- 7% I VvEEERICE > T, PGADAEM L PGA
DINEY I VEEDDLUMET I ENHL Ik
—7, Troy 513, B. licheniformis 12 % % PGAE&HIZE
WTRL 7Y I VBOANRREETHD, Z0HBET T
FofbEin, RICTPF=N-L- T8 I VBB 7 7=
D- 7Ny I vEBIIEM LEnE, D- LY I VoA
5 b PGABESRIND, WbWLIFA T T L —
FMEEERBL T032 Lbl, 77 -70F 3
BoBRM{CEEFLRFSHEREINT, Troy 53 RICL T
% /- B. licheniformis |2 % pgsBCA BLT D+ £ 0 7 HFH
LT3, B licheniformis T, B. subtilis & B {LIDKIG
BT PGA LS SN T A THEEEIE L, SHO
EHFELINS,

B
RiFZ I, FERERERRAGRERAE, BE A4 Y —
F-ADH XEEL, REREBRBYEREVERMNERORER
£, E¥BEESOBMNOTIC, BHAERETFERBHR TITHN
LDTHY, TIELERHOBERLET.

(FRR 16.7.9 Z44)
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