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_SUMMARY

FIRE AND HEARTH AMONG THE MONGOELIAN

by .Tomitaro AOKI

.The sacred idea of fire of the Mongolian race as well as others . was developed into
the idea of fire as a power to drive uf\fay evil ghost, noxious wvapour, poison, ete. and
tarned into a wish for happiness in the-days of Chinggis: Khan. Afterwards the spread
of: Lamaism -eaused the decline of ithese customs, but fire still remains sacred, + because
dung, the fiiel used, does not burn long.

Fire, since il was used for cooking, became the cenire of faniily' life. -And fire and
the hearth, where fire was made, symbolized, together or_ n]one, not only lhc faniily, but
all of its kinsmen or an entire tribe. :

Khalkha Paragun gar Hceshigun,Banner of Khalkha Right Hand of Inner Mongolia,
divides fire, when a branch family is establithed. And this, ie thonght to have existed
in the time of Chinggis Khan. The hearth in this case  meant ithes things : inseparable
from -the: house in vits < symbolical :. meaning; - ‘that :-is, . the -hearth it tself, - tent, household
property, Buddhist altar which _Were.used by the faz‘/m_ as head of the family and also
hiswWwives; ‘étc; wwhiley fire itself meant mainly cattle and the things exchiangeable for
them. In the days of Chinggis Khan the phrase of odczgm or odjigin, “a King of the
hearth, ” was used 1o the youngest child. But ormlmlly it meant the houge wife, the
patriarch.and. lastly. the. youngest only. ’

. In.those..days. the . Mongolians were in an early - state of . nomadism 50 :that hunting
was. absolutely- necessary: for' their .domestic economy. {Therefore the patriarch:was often
away trom his home and the- title:of “the king of the hearth was given to the heir
presumplive, which came to mean the youngest child, as postremongenilure . was then
prevailing. However this pharse ceased to exist, as primogeniture besame, pspular- among

the nobles. _‘ : .
(Received october--16,. 1952)
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