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(A Study of Birds in English and American Literature: The Cuckoo)
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Although much celebrated in legend, verse and song, and generally welcomed as one
of the messengers of spring, the cuckoo has a number of unendearing habits, and is not
popular with other birds. It builds no nest of its own, but blending opportunism and
guile, deposits its eggs in the nests of other species, who promptly rear the baby cuck-
00s as their own. If necessary, eggs which are already lying in the selected nest are
removed, then destroyed or swallowed whole.

Compared with the size of the mother bird — about thirteen inches long —
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the cuckoo’s eggs are small, the colour varying from white to green or buff and often
similar to the egg of the chosen host. The newly-hatched cuckoo will show no gratitude
either to its foster-mother or her brood. . Unhatched eggs will be hoisted to its broad
back and tumbled out of the nest. Apparently unsuspecting, the foster-mother will
continue to feed the young cuckoo, which already dwarfs her in size, until after it is
able to fly.

Among more than one hundred species chosen for this unrewarding work are the
meadow pipit, hedge sparrow, robin, reed warbler and yellow wagtail. The Fool, in
Shakespeare’s King Lear, remarks,

“The hedge sparrow fed the cuckoo so long,
That it had its head bit off by its young.’

The cuckoo, nevertheless, has its useful side, as it consumes many harmful insects,
including hairy ones rejected by all other birds. Its predominating colour is slate-grey,
the under parts being whitish and darkly barred. The name is derived from the famil-
iar, melodious call of the male; the call of the female is a bubbling sound, rarely heard.
The bird is a summer visitor to the British Isles, wintering in Africa. The adult birds
frequently leave the country some weeks before their young, who experience little
difficulty in finding their own way to winter quarters. They are strong fliers, and on
the wing may easily be mistaken for sparrowhawks.®
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Vi, A1y O IERBEORPIEE L. RATVLEIPEOY HIIKELPUTHEDT,
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@ﬂ%ﬁfbéo:ﬂuiﬁﬁ?%‘%%N77F®¢Tﬁﬁﬁméoﬂféb\E(%?UZ
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Cuckoo Song (FL#1225% %5 12504 DI ME & N 7={Edn)
Summer is icumen in, Summer is come in,
Lhude sing cuccu! Sing loudly, cuckoo!
Groweth sed, and bloweth med, The seed grows, and the meadow blossoms,
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And springth the wude nu—
Sing cuccu!

Awe bleteth after lomb,
Louth after calve cu;

Bulloc serteth, bucke verteth,
Merie sing cuccu!

Cuccu, cuccu!

Well singes thu, cuccu!

Ne swike thu naver nu.
Sing cuccu, nu, sing cucu!
Sing cuccu, sing cuccu, nu!”

And now the wood springs —
Sing cuckoo!

The ewe bleats after her lamb,

The cow lows after her calf;

The bullock frisks, the buck breaks wind,
Sing merrily, cuckoo!

Cuckoo, cuckoo!

Thou singest well, cuckoo!
Mayest thou never cease now.
Sing cuckoo, now, sing cuckoo!
Sing cuckoo, sing cuckoo, now.
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(18034F) TH5, BHEMIZRTHL I,

O Blithe new-comer! I have heard,
I hear thee and rejoice.

O Cuckoo! shall I call thee Bird,
Or but a wandering Voice?

While I am lying on the grass
Thy twofold shout I hear;

From hill to hill it seems to pass
At once far off, and near.

Though babbling only to the vale,
Of sunshine and of flowers,

Thou bringest unto me a tale

Of visionary hours.

Thrice welcome, darling of the Spring!
Even yet thou art to me

No bird, but an invisible thing,

A voice, a mystery;

The same whom in my schoolboy days
I listened to; that Cry.

Which made me look a thousand ways
In bush, and tree, and sky.

To seek thee did I often rove
Through woods and on the green;
And thou wert still a hope, a love;
Still longed for, never seen.

And I can listen to thee yet;
Can lie upon the plain

And listen, till I do beget
That golden time again.
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O blessed Bird! the earth we pace
Again appears to be
An unsubstantial, faery place,
That is fit home for Thee!”
LAGY ¥HHE

(BB, 0L EFROEE,
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“He must have had some ups and downs in life to make him such a churl.
Do you know anything of his history?”
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“It’s cuckoo’s, sir — I know all about it: except where he was born, and who
were his parents, and he got his money, at first. And Hareton has been cast out like an
unfledged dunréeglz!:’

THHVECFEE G072t VDR, WANAIAEDRELAZKRboTELDS
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B TOEEFALNS,

When daisies pied and violets blue
And lady-smocks all silver-white
And cuckoo-buds of yellow hue
Do paint the meadows with delight,
The cuckoo then, on every tree,
Mocks married men; for thus sings he,
Cuckoo;
Cuckoo, cuckoo: O word of fear,
Unpleasing to a married ear!

When shepherds pipe on oaten straws,
And merry larks are ploughmen’s clocks,
When turtles tread, and rooks, and daws,
And maidens bleach their summer smocks,
The cuckoo then, on every tree,
Mocks married men; for thus sings he,
Cuckoo;
Cuckoo, cuckoo: O word of fear,
Unpleasing to a married ear!
A
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B . BB RIS FREORDY R L BFI, XS L2 AP0 B LBRTEI L ®
Thb, LihoT, BBILEObLAYIZ [FREDE] & [ExFLOLNF] & [HK] 256
hh, EHFTHHL. WEZZ ER2ELONE] THY, MEEFE (FREOFE] & (&K
Thbo Ko, HIMEL X, BETHE, TFRIMATIE L) ZLTHY, TORIETY
AMFLAD (B8] IO RBDH HIFEHOBRDIL LMOA TV THE, ZOEA
REEOHT [Hy av OIS R X ZvEVbRTWS, 7y a7 BEELIIED
A, BEESTUERGOTH-> T, LEZIRES LY ASVELLBDOROTIZ, ZOBEOI%E
BEoTho, WEELIELH LD, FHICEYNMOEOFIZ, RIINVZOWERESTHL, ED
DThHb, mFIRMELD, 2TV THE, a2 RTM ADRIILEL, ZOBIFHR
ZALTHETHITADOTHL|® LBTWE,

FRTLT. ABRTHy avOBRELTWADER TE2ELONLE] Tidh TER]
DFTHD, £VIDD, THEE] BERFFIIHLT<KFRIBFTILMAT I EOBRELE
ME>STHEPLTHDL, LMo T, MHERZEHLT, Hy a7 ORBWERE LTROMB LY
DR THE] Thd, FE, HFROBEAOHETIE [Hyarv=FK] OBKRTHo7z, [TV —
T EHEREAER] 1 (U< A BROI LR A v AT EFATW P EBRTY
2H. [V 242 A T7OBEE] KWRECHELVREASRONG @ [HRoF ) 7 ARPT—<
AL, LV FHIC, FEHOZEORTIRZL, TR LAy IVOREELTVLEALNBBRIC
HLTHyav I &EoT, EXEESNLZRIEF LTI, wobty a0z EOHIC
ERAOITLNZBEOEN — 3/ FYDAY Z 4 (curruca) ~— %27 %, TiATRIZA v a7
BT A BB ERA TNEE ] 25 [HEE] OB THA ) hy TORIIDNT
[ 242 ACTOBER] OFFEN—F4 7 (1841-1928) 13 [HX 5 R it~BATT 2 8%
T, EH LT A v Ay >OERVERMPSEXBENSNBOMIB o720 E &)L
TR [ EBRRTWEH, Jary it (1709-84) O [HEKEEMR] ITIZHERD 5 BHR
LNd, i Thyay] OEBHTRO L HISHERTWS,

A bird which appears in the Spring; and is said to suck the eggs of other birds, and lay
her own to be hatched in their place; from which practice, it was usual to alarm a
husband at the approach of an adulterer by calling cuckoo, which, by mistake, was in
time applied to the husband.®

(BIENDE  MOBOREKARAT, TORDY, BHOIWEESADITT
Bibxes, LEbhTws, ZOFONL, BRPEITCEANR [Hyay]
CMATRIZBETZONWETHo7h, ZRHFRI TR TRICERA SRS X
I ol,)

Vary rEtoRHEERBEREDOLDTHE, LA L, 20 [HiEn] 25 CHEICZITANRS
NTVio BRI, BROBLS LI, Ay avilBTs45—2o0f A—J, 2%) [Ay
aw=fkiT] EVIREVCREIE o THDE S 72OTREDPS I He EVHIDH, Avay
HT4HDB] Thhy, ABEEAE. #LD [—7Y V- 7—0 (4 AERE)] 2H8BI 20
5Thb, 7V—AD[4 A=Y - Yy RVER] I, 2—-=FYV - 7—N] OHBET [473L
ER Ay BRL, HyaviBEOLYTLATHL® EBERTwE, H v a3y HiK



FkEBEEE vy avizownT (BiHE) 97

HEBTHLETEEL, COBDOEMWBIRE LT, SVHELVOIR [FER] T3k [FE2E
LonB| OFThHb, BE (Hyav0BrEEZ NS TIID, FELELXROXELRE
LT<LEREE SNE> (cuckold) BEEWIRBILEINA LVLIEFELHEH, V=
A7 AT OERIC<ERZBEEONBETZEE>Y [HE] 28283 HEIBOA y 2 VIl
U2 C. MEEHENICHRLTCVWAGHI S S, [EOBRDOE]. SFE1IETH S,

The finch, the sparrow and the lark,
The plain-song cuckoo gray,
Whose note full many a man doth mark,
And dares not answer nay; —
for, indeed, who would set his wit to so foolish 130
a bird? who would give a bird the lie, though he cry
‘cuckoo’ never so?
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TERIIMA ) OBHEESL2 TEE] Thh, e THRT] 25LEBREVETH D,
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GOEEEER> LD, ThIEMTEET, B THSORAESNEDLERIEDA
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LTd, ==Y NV - 77— &l “one who is sent on a bootless errand, or otherwise
sportively imposed upon, on the first of April” (JFBEiIIZEEKREVED IZR SN, T2
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iZ. “On the first of April Hunt the gowk [cuckoo] another mile.”® (4 A 1 HizdAH vav %
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13 And these are they which ye shall have in abomination among the fowls; they shall
not be eaten, they are an abomination: the eagle, and the ossifrage, and the ospray,
14 And the vulture, and the kite after his kind;
15 Every raven after his kind;
16 And the owl, and the night hawk, and the cuckow, and the hawk after his kind,
17 And the little owl, and the cormorant, and the great owl,
18 And the swan, and the pelican, and the gier eagle,
19 And the stork, the heron after her kind, and the lapwing, and the bat.*
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