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"In the Balance! British Empire Games" : News, Opinions and Discourse

about the Venue of the Games in Australian Newspapers in the 1930s

Masahiro Kawamoto

Humanities and Social Sciences Unit, Humanities and Social Sciences Cluster, Kochi University

Abstract: This paper traces news and opinions appearing in Australian newspapers about the venues of the
British Empire Games (BEG) held in the 1930s, and provides suggestions for analysing this newspaper
discourse from the perspective of historical studies on the British Empire and the Commonwealth of Nations.
In the first section, I reconstruct a story of the alteration of the venue of the second BEG in 1934. The proposal
to hold the Games in South Africa was declined by that country, which led to further discussion and increasing
sentiment that the future of the BEG might be unstable. BEG advocates and most of those who were concerned
with the Games, however, seemed not to have lost hope, and the BEG were duly held in London in 1934. The
second part shows that the Australian sporting persons who took part in the first Games in Hamilton, Canada,
in 1930 eagerly hoped to host the Games in their country but regrettably they knew they had geographical and
financial drawbacks as well as insufficiencies in their sporting institutions. They finally got the unanimous
decision in the BEG Federation meeting to host the third Games in Sydney in spite of many anxieties both
from within and outside the country. Newspaper articles about this topic are helpful when we research into the
early period of the history of BEG/Commonwealth Games and we can find meaningful discourse on the BEG in

this crucial part of the British Empire/Commonwealth history.
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